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Overview

The Critical Language Enhancement Award provides an opportunity for Fulbright U.S. Student Program grantees to receive 3-6 months of intensive language study in addition to their Fulbright grants.  The purpose of the Critical Language Enhancement Award is to cultivate higher levels of language proficiency prior to and during the Fulbright grant period and beyond. Ultimately, Critical Language Enhancement Award grantees will achieve a high level of proficiency in a targeted language and will go on to careers or further study which will incorporate the use of the language studied and/or related languages.

Acceptable Languages

Modern Russian
Prior Language Study

All Fulbright U.S. student grantees to Russia are interviewed as part of the review process and must have a good command of spoken Russian to be accepted for the program.

Dates and Timing

The CLEA supports Russian language study for a minimum of 3 months and a maximum of 6 months.  Current Russian government visa regulations do not allow CLEA study either before or after the Fulbright grant period.  Therefore, CLEA and Fulbright grant periods must be concurrent.
Language Instruction

A CLEA award requires grantees to make time for focused language study while fulfilling all other obligations of their Fulbright grant.  Language study should ideally be 4-6 hours per week, either in formal classroom instruction or with a private tutor.  CLEA grantees must submit a plan of study worksheet to the Moscow Fulbright office and IIE-NY prior to beginning language study. The plan must be approved before study begins. Changes in the plan during the course of study must also be submitted in writing for approval. 
Disbursement of CLEA
For Russia, CLEA is disbursed as a reimbursement upon submission of receipts and an official reimbursement form. Requests for reimbursement of CLEA expenses should be submitted monthly. The total amount of reimbursement is limited to the individual award amount.  Claims by Fulbright grantees for CLEA funds outside of the reimbursement process will not be honored.

Additional Grant Requirements
To monitor and evaluate grantee and program achievements, the Fulbright Moscow office may require language proficiency tests and reports. Failure to respond to requests for testing and reports will result in delays in CLEA reimbursements.

Reports
All grantees must submit include an evaluation of the results of CLEA language study in their required written Fulbright mid-year and final reports.  IIE will remind grantees when reports are due and will send instructions on their content and submission.

Funding
The Critical Language Enhancement Award pays only a book allowance and tuition or tutor fees for Russian language study. It should not be used for school application/registration fees, bank transfer/wire fees or transportation.  
Book Allowance
All grantees receive a book allowance to use for the purchase of books and other educational materials relevant to their language study.  The allowance accompanies the first CLEA stipend payment.

More Information

Updated information about the Critical Language Enhancement Award can be found at online at: https://us.fulbrightonline.org/thinking_clea.html 

CLEA Contact in Russia:  
Oksana Anistratenko, Program Officer, Fulbright Program in Russia, oanistratenko@fulbright.ru 
