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Department of State 

                           Republic of Mali 

                     Ministry of Culture 

ACTION PLAN 2017-2022 

 

Pertaining to implementation of the Agreement between the  

Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Republic of Mali  

Concerning the Imposition of Import Restrictions on Archaeological and Ethnological Material from Mali 

 

 

 Expected Results of 

Activities 

(Agreement Provision 

Supported) 

Activities Key Performance Indicator(s) 
Responsible 

Parties/Partners 

I Higher rates of law 

enforcement interdiction of 

trafficked Malian cultural 

objects and lower rates of 

site destruction and looting 

(Article II.2, II.3, and II.4) 

I.A Increase inter-ministerial collaboration, 

particularly between heritage managers and 

Malian law enforcement, on the issues of 

looting at archaeological sites and archives, 

and trafficking of cultural objects. 

 25 sites prone to pillage delimited, 

demarked, and georeferenced 

 90 identification plaques for items 

classified as national cultural property 

created 

 Four (4) rescue archaeology campaigns at 

threatened sites completed 

 

DNPC; CM; US-

DOS 

I.B Create and maintain a centralized 

reporting mechanism and comprehensive 

record of looting incidents or theft that take 

place at archaeological sites, museums, 

archives, or other cultural institutions. 

 Reporting mechanism created 

 Database of looting incidents and thefts 

created 

DNPC; CM 
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I.C Engage other countries in West and 

North Africa and Europe having a 

significant import trade in archaeological 

and ethnological materials from Mali. 

 MOUs/MLATs for cooperation and 

assistance concluded 

 Regional information-sharing meeting held 

DNPC; US-DOS 

II Building capacity and data 

resources to protect Malian 

archaeological sites and 

cultural objects more 

effectively (Article II.3) 

II.A Continue efforts to inventory digitally 

archaeological and ethnological objects, in 

particular manuscripts residing in provincial 

museum collections, storage depots, and 

other institutions. 

 Single/centralized inventory system created  

 Doubled the number of inventoried objects  

 Completed inventories made accessible 

DNPC; CM; US-

DOS; NGOs, 

universities, and 

other institutions 

II.B Continue efforts to inventory digitally 

archaeological sites through mapping, 

remote sensing, and photographic 

documentation. 

Inventories of 350 sites completed DNPC; CM; US-

DOS; NGOs, 

universities, and 

other institutions 

II.C Train security officers and dealers in 

cultural property on combating the pillage 

of archeological sites and archives and the 

illicit traffic of cultural property. 

Trainings completed  DNPC; US-DOS 

II.D Increase professional training for 

archaeologists, conservators, and other 

heritage professionals through international 

exchanges 

 Increased enrollment in Malian academic 

programs 

 Two (2) study and exchange trips 

completed 

DNPC; US-

DOS; 

universities, 

NGOs 

III Enhanced protection of 

Malian archaeological sites, 

archives, and cultural 

objects through wider public 

outreach and education 

(Article II.1, II.3, and II.6) 

III.A Continue efforts to educate 

community leaders, leaders of territorial 

collectives, and the public concerning the 

protection and preservation of Mali’s 

archaeological and ethnological sites and 

objects. 

 Teaching and promotional tools developed 

 Outreach and educational initiatives for ten 

(10) collectives/communities completed  

DNPC, CM 
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III.B Support inter-governmental promotion 

of cultural heritage issues, including 

publication of the renewed cultural property 

agreement between the Government of the 

Republic of Mali and the Government of the 

United States on the Ministry’s website, and 

other means. 

Information and report on international 

cooperation accessible through the Ministry’s 

website 

DNPC 

III.C Update the progress of the 

implementation of the Agreement and 

address any challenges once a year. 

Five (5) annual progress reports submitted to 

U.S. government 

DNPC; CM; US-

DOS 

IV Increased lawful access to 

Malian cultural heritage 

(Article II.5) 

IV.A Continue support for international 

loans of archaeological and ethnological 

objects from Mali and explore longer-term 

loans. 

 International loan(s) completed 

 Loan with minimum period of five (5) years 

executed/completed 

DNPC; US-

DOS; U.S. 

museums and 

institutions 

IV.B Organize exposition(s) of cultural 

property recovered in archeological 

excavations and from illicit traffic 

Two (2) exhibitions (USA and Mali) executed DNPC; CM; US-

DOS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


