
 
  
 
 
U.S. Department of State: 
 
 
John Kerry 
Special Presidential Envoy for Climate 
U.S. Department of State 
 
On January 20, 2021, John F. Kerry was sworn in as our 
nation’s first Special Presidential Envoy for Climate and the 
first-ever Principal to sit on the National Security Council 
entirely dedicated to climate change. President Biden 
announced Kerry would have a seat at every table around the 
world as he combats the climate crisis to meet the existential 
threat that we face. In recent years, Kerry was the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace’s first ever Visiting Distinguished Statesman, following his 
four years as the 68th United States Secretary of State. As America’s top diplomat, he guided the 
Department’s strategy on nuclear nonproliferation, combating radical extremism, and the threat 
of climate change. His tenure was marked by the successful negotiation of the Iran nuclear deal 
and the Paris Climate Agreement. 
 
From 1985 to 2013, he served as a U.S. Senator representing Massachusetts, and was Chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee from 2009 to 2013. Secretary Kerry served in the 
U.S. Navy, completing two combat tours of duty in Vietnam for which he received a Silver Star, 
a Bronze Star with Combat V, and three Purple Hearts. He received his undergraduate degree 
from Yale University and his law degree from Boston College Law School. Secretary Kerry is 
the best-selling author of A Call to Service, This Moment on Earth with his wife Teresa Heinz 
Kerry, and his 2018 memoir, Every Day Is Extra, which The New York Times described as “a 
bittersweet reminder of what the country once demanded of its leaders.” Secretary Kerry was the 
Democratic Party’s nominee for President of the United States in 2004. 
 
 
Marianne Craven 
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of Academic Programs 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 
 
Marianne Craven is Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of Academic 
Programs, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA), U.S. 
Department of State.  She is a career civil servant and former Foreign 
Service officer who had overseas assignments in Mali, Poland, and 
Italy.  She works with programs including Fulbright Scholarships, 
Humphrey Fellowships, Gilman Scholarships, EducationUSA advising 



 
 

 
 

about U.S. higher education, young leader exchanges, and English and foreign language 
programs.  Ms. Craven also serves as a liaison for the State Department with the East-West 
Center in Hawaii, and she contributes to the development of U.S. positions on international 
higher education issues in multilateral fora.  She has held several positions in the ECA Bureau in 
Washington administering international educational and cultural programs.  She is originally 
from Middlebury, Vermont, and is a graduate of Smith College. 
 
 
Anthony Koliha 
Director, Office of Global Educational Programs 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 
 
Anthony Koliha is the Director of the Office of Global Educational 
Programs at the U.S. Department of State, where he oversees a 
portfolio of international teacher, professional, and global mobility 
programs and services. Prior to joining ECA, he was the Director of 
International Programs in the College of Arts and Sciences at 
Indiana University, Bloomington, where he helped successfully launch a new School of Global 
and International Studies, in addition to expanding international programs and providing senior 
leadership for over a dozen federally- funded international, area studies, and foreign language 
centers. Mr. Koliha previously held joint posts as Director of the Fulbright Program in Russia 
and International Director of the Russia/Eurasia office for the Institute of International 
Education.  Mr. Koliha has also worked at the Social Science Research Council and American 
Councils for International Education. He holds degrees from Kenyon College and Indiana 
University, Bloomington. 
 
 
Michael Kuban 
Acting Chief, Teacher Exchange Branch 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 
 
Michael Kuban is the Acting Branch Chief in the Teacher Exchange 
Branch in the Office of Global Educational Programs of the U.S. 
Department of State.  He oversees Fulbright Programs for teachers 
from the U.S. and around the world as well as the Teachers of 
Critical Languages Program, which places Arabic and Mandarin 
language teachers in U.S. K-12 schools. Before joining the 
Department of State, Mr. Kuban worked for American Councils for 
International Education, where he managed exchange programs for undergraduate and graduate 
students, teachers, and professors.  Mr. Kuban is a graduate of Dickinson College and holds a 
master’s degree from the University of Virginia. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Betsy Devlin-Foltz 
Senior Program Officer, Teacher Exchange Branch 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 
 
Betsy Devlin-Foltz is a Senior Program Officer in the Teacher 
Exchange Branch where she oversees professional exchanges for U.S. 
and international elementary and secondary educators. Prior to joining 
the Department, Betsy served as Executive Director of the Longview 
Foundation promoting global education in U.S. schools. She began 
her career as a Fulbright English Teaching Assistant in France, has 
taught middle school and adult education in the United States, directed a college study abroad 
program in Zimbabwe, and consulted on cross-cultural communications, organization 
development, and international education for clients in the public, private and non-profit sectors.  
An American citizen who grew up in Belgium, she holds a Bachelor’s Degree in English and 
French from Swarthmore College, a Master's in International Educational Development from 
Teachers College, Columbia University, and is a certified internal Federal Government coach. 
 
 
Kayla Gatalica   
Program Officer, Teacher Exchange Branch   
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs   
U.S. Department of State   
 
Kayla Gatalica is a Program Officer in the Teacher Exchanges 
Branch of the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs, where she manages grants that support 
professional development exchanges for teachers in the U.S. and 
around the world.  Prior to joining the State Department, Kayla 
designed and managed global educational programs for the District 
of Columbia Public Schools, where she launched a fully-funded 
study abroad program that was honored and recognized by the Institute of International 
Education, the National Association for Study Abroad, GoAbroad.com, and Diversity Abroad.  
An alumna of Teach For America, Kayla is a certified secondary English teacher.  She is a 
graduate of Case Western Reserve University and holds a master’s degree in International 
Education Policy from Harvard University.     
 
 
Maxine Pitter Lunn 
Senior Program Officer, Teacher Exchange Branch 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 
 
Maxine Pitter Lunn is a Senior Program Officer in the Teacher 
Exchange Branch and a member of the office since 2010. 
Previously, she worked in business to business media publishing and 
research. She also served as Research Manager for an information 



 
 

 
 

services contract with USAID and as Vice President, Technology Programs, for technology 
based economic development in the state of Virginia. Early in her career, she worked  as a 
Presidential Management Intern in International Visitor Program of the U.S. Information 
Agency, and was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Cameroon, West Africa.  Maxine holds a Ph.D. in 
Public Policy from George Mason University, an M.A. in International Economics and Social 
Change and Development from Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, and a 
B.A. in International Relations, French, and Spanish from Tufts University. 
 

Patricia Mosley 
Program Specialist, Office of Global Educational Programs  
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 
 
Patricia Mosley joined the Office of Global Educational Program 
in 1998 as a secretary and advanced to Program Specialist in the 
Teacher Exchange Branch. Her portfolio includes budget 
administration, program outreach, and program and administrative 
support for the Teacher Exchange Program and Office of Global 
Educational Programs. From 2005 to 2008 she served as Program 
Officer for the Fulbright Classroom Teacher Exchange Program 
for Colombia and Ghana. Prior to coming to the Department of 
State, Ms. Mosley was a Management Analyst at the Department of the Navy. She holds a BA in 
Human Relations and is pursuing a Master’s in Clinical Mental Health Counseling from Trinity 
Washington University. Ms. Mosley does volunteer work with youth in her community and is a 
member of the District of Columbia Counseling Association. 
 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 
Alumni Panel, Educating Youth for an Interconnected World:  
Teaching Climate Change 
 
 
Natasha Agrawal  
Teacher, Trenton Public Schools 
Teachers for Global Classrooms program to Morocco 
Trenton, NJ 
 
Natasha Agrawal has been teaching English as a Second Language 
in Trenton Public Schools, NJ for 15 years. Selected for 
a Teachers for Global Classrooms in 2018 by the US Department 
of State, she visited Morocco to better understand the possibilities 
for global collaboration in classrooms around the world.  In 
2019, the US Department of State selected Natasha as English 
Language Fellow to Egypt. Based in Cairo, she trained English 
teachers and taught English at Al-Azhar University. As an 
Adjunct Instructor at The College of New Jersey, she teaches 
graduate students to be ready for the classroom!   
  
 
Annalise Klein  
Science Education Consultant 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teacher Short-Term Program to Uganda 
Fairbanks, AK 
 
Annalise Klein is a science education consultant specializing in culturally relevant STEM. A 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teacher Short-Term Program 
(Fulbright DAST) award recipient in 2019, Klein collaborated with 
teachers at Serere Township Secondary School in eastern Uganda to 
develop best practices in STEM inquiry, student empowerment, and 
culturally relevant teaching. Together with students, they developed 
the Greening Serere Project to address their community's struggle 
with soil erosion during the rainy season through agriculture 
experiments and community outreach.  Klein partners with schools in 
Alaska, Colorado, and Washington, integrating cultural scientific 
knowledge and practices into STEM classrooms. She holds a BA in 
chemistry and English from Hope College and an MS in Education 
from Johns Hopkins University.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Lauren Zappone Maples  
Executive Director, Partners for Education, Agriculture, and Sustainability  
Fulbright Distinguished Award in Teaching Research Program to New Zealand 
Austin, TX 
 
Lauren Zappone Maples is the Executive Director of Partners for Education, Agriculture, and 
Sustainability (PEAS).  She co-founded PEAS Community Farm 
at Cunningham Elementary in 2011 and became the executive 
director of PEAS as a 501c3 in 2015. Prior to leading PEAS, she 
was a classroom teacher with Austin ISD. In 2014, Lauren was 
awarded a Fulbright Distinguished Award in Teaching Research 
Program fellowship, which allowed her to spend a semester 
studying place-based outdoor education in New Zealand.  
In 2016, she received the Fulbright Alumni Grant where she 
extended her research into school garden programs in the US. Her 
research has been highly influential in the development of school 
day programs, community initiatives, and the long-range 
organizational goals of PEAS.   
  
 
 
 
Noah Zeichner  
Teacher, Seattle Public Schools 
Teachers for Global Classrooms Program to Brazil 
Seattle, WA 
 
Noah Zeichner is a National Board-certified social studies and 
Spanish teacher in Seattle Public Schools. Noah co-leads a team in 
his district that provides curricular and programmatic support to 
Seattle’s ten international schools. For the past several years, he has 
coordinated the youth-led Washington Global Issues Network 
(WAGIN) Conference. Noah was among 50 finalists chosen for the 
2015 Global Teacher Prize. In 2012, Noah traveled to Brazil as part 
of the Teachers for Global Classrooms program and he visited South 
Africa as part of the 2018 NEA Foundation Global Learning 
Fellowship program.   
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Anuradha Bajpai  
Teacher, Windsor Mills Middle School  
Teachers for Global Classrooms Program to Indonesia 
Baltimore, MD  
 
Anuradha Bajpai is a lifelong learner and has been working in middle 
schools for over two decades. Mrs. Bajpai is a biochemist 
and she decided to devote her passion for STEM to teach in a high 
need school in Baltimore County. There was limited parental 
involvement, however through her work and tireless efforts with 
several community partners, she has increased her parent involvement 
to its maximum extend. Mrs. Bajpai is a strong advocate of Next 
Generation Science Standards and has connected countless field 
experiences for her students by exposing them to the STEM programs 
at nearby universities. She completed the yearlong Teachers for Global 
Classrooms Program, traveling to Indonesia in 2017. She has also been a part of NEA as a 
Global Fellow and now serves on the NEA advisory board. During her NEA fellowship, she 
coauthored a book titled “Twelve lessons to open classrooms and minds to the world.” Along 
with many accolades, Mrs. Bajpai was a nominee for Life Changer of the Year award and STEM 
Educator award from the Naval Academy.   
 
 
David Bosso  
Teaching Excellence and Achievement Program to Ghana  
Teacher, Berlin High School 
Berlin, CT  
 
David Bosso, a social studies teacher at Berlin High School in Berlin, 
Connecticut, is the 2012 Connecticut Teacher of the Year, the 2012 
National Secondary Social Studies Teacher of the Year, and a 2019 
inductee into the National Teachers Hall of Fame. Over the course of 
his teaching career, he has traveled to Africa, Asia, the Middle East, 
and Europe to work with international peers and to enrich students’ 
understanding of global issues.  Bosso currently serves as the 
President of the Connecticut Teacher of the Year Council, and is a 
past president of the Connecticut Council for the Social Studies. He 
holds Masters degrees from the University of Hartford and Central 
Connecticut State University, and a doctorate from American International College. His areas of 
expertise include teacher motivation, morale, and professional identities; educational history and 
policy; global education; and teacher leadership.  
  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Michelle Carton  
Teacher, Tudor Elementary School  
Founder, Global Education Alaska 
Teachers for Global Classrooms Program to Morocco 
Anchorage, AK 
  
Named 2021 ASTE (Technology in Education) Educator of the 
year, 2020 TCEA Librarian of the Year, and 2018 School Library 
Journal Librarian of the Year: Champion of Civic Engagement, 
Michelle Carton, aka “MC the Global Librarian,” has a deep desire 
to connect students to authentic and lifelong learning. Her wealth 
of knowledge in leading professional development and creating 
curriculum, alongside innovative practices in her own Tudor 
Elementary School Library, has earned her global recognition.  
Thriving with ADD has given her a unique perspective and 
approach to the delivery and pedagogy of education. Having taught in a variety of school settings 
and models in rural Alaska and Morocco, from private English schools to global village and 
refugee camps, she approaches professional development with a wealth of strategies, stories, and 
skills to share.  During the 2020-2021 school year, she created Library LIVE Virtual Field Trip 
learning, connecting over 2,000 students all across Alaska to over 70 experts around the world.  
In 2016, Michelle founded an internationally connected, award winning organization, Global 
Education Alaska, which bridges students and teachers around the world to incredible learning 
opportunities. Learn more about her free programs, projects, and unique learning opportunities 
at www.globaleducationak.org.  
 
 
Kottie Christie-Blick  
Climate Change Education Consultant, NY 
Instructor, University of San Diego, CA  
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Program 
to South Africa  
Website: https://www.kottiecb.com/   
 
Kottie is a Climate Change Education Consultant working to get 
climate science and environmental studies taught in every 
classroom. She has spoken at educational conferences across the 
United States and in several different countries. As a consultant, she 
has worked with school districts, private schools, 
universities, a television producer, and environmental groups. She has 
published articles in numerous educational magazines and on 
educational websites. She is an online course instructor at the 
University of San Diego.   Kottie taught for over thirty years in the classroom, receiving multiple 
awards and grants for her teaching. She was a New York State Finalist for the 2014 Presidential 
Awards for Excellence in Science Teaching. She continues to be a NOAA Planet Stewards 
Educator.   In 2012, as part of the Fulbright Program, Kottie studied the biodiversity hot spot of 
southern South Africa, worked in local elementary schools, and audited a class on climate 
change from the African perspective at the University of Cape Town. It was a life-changing 



 
 

 
 

experience that honed her focus on climate change impacts, mitigation, and sustainable 
development.   “In the field,” Kottie has visited many alternative energy facilities, and visited 
schools in countries around the world. She has explored forests, beaches, mountains, savannas, 
jungles, deserts, glaciers, and oceans, developing a deep appreciation for Planet Earth. She is 
committed to helping others understand the importance of climate science and the need for 
climate action.  
  
 
Michael Cruse 
Teacher and District Sustainability Liaison, H-B Woodlawn Secondary Program 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching 
Research Program to Israel 
Arlington, VA 
 
Michael Cruse is a grade 9-12 resource teacher at the 
H-B Woodlawn Secondary Program, in Arlington, VA, 
where he also serves as a district sustainability liaison. 
He is also moderator for the North American 
Association for Environmental 
Education's eePro community of practice.  
In 2020, he was selected as a Global Schools Program 
Advocate by the Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network. In this role he has been focused on educating students and faculty about the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals.  In 2018, Michael received a Fulbright Distinguished 
Awards in Teaching fellowship to study green schools and environmental education in Israel and 
Palestine.  He has blogged about his work for Education Week, and National Geographic 
Education.  He previously served on the advisory board of the U.S. Green Building Council's 
Center for Green Schools.  Michael seeks opportunities to give students and teachers the tools to 
improve their communities, and platforms to share their stories.  He believes that urban youth 
and educators should be at the forefront of addressing the impacts of climate change, and 
advocating for more sustainable communities.  
 
 
Andrea Dinan  
Teacher, Princeton Public Schools 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Program to 
Mexico  
Princeton, NJ  
Andrea Dinan is a high school teacher working in the guidance department 
at Princeton Public Schools in Princeton, New Jersey, USA. She has been a 
teacher for 23 years and directs the service learning and tutoring programs 
for the district. In the summer, she directs an ELL English immersion camp 
in her community. In 2006, Andrea completed her doctorate in educational 
leadership. Her dissertation focused upon the academic impact of service-
learning programs in NJ secondary schools. In 2015, Andrea received a 
Fulbright Distinguished Award in Teaching to study in Mexico. Her work with English 



 
 

 
 

Language Learners and service-learning programs inspired her research of strategies and 
resources used to contribute to the academic success of low-income students at the secondary 
level in Mexico. During her investigation, she developed a partnership with the UABIC 
School (Mérida, Mexico), a special high school that targets low-income families and infuses 
service-learning into the curriculum each semester. She continues to collaborate with the school 
through an annual English Language Camp sponsored by several Rotary Clubs. Andrea has used 
her experiences to coordinate a variety of exchanges during the pandemic and is currently 
coordinating a program between the UABIC school and her own school in Princeton.  
 
 
Tammy Brecht Dunbar 
Teacher, Manteca Unified School District 
Fulbright Teachers for Global Classrooms Program to India 
Manteca, CA 
 
Tammy Brecht Dunbar, M.Ed., S.T.E.M. is a 20-year 
veteran teaching 5th grade at the new Online Academy 
in Manteca Unified School District. She is a 2018-
2019 Fulbright Teachers for Global Classrooms Fellow 
and was the NCCE 2020 closing keynote speaker. She 
was named 2016 California Woman of the Year, 
Assembly District 12, and won the 2018 ISTE Literacy 
PLN Award for #CultivateWorldLiteracy. She is a 
Microsoft Innovative Educator Expert and Global 
Learning Mentor, MIE Master Trainer, National Geographic Certified Educator 
& MinecraftEDU Global Mentor.  She won the 2010 eInstruction $75,000 Classroom Makeover 
Video Contest, wrote a successful Enhancing Education Through Technology federal grant for 
Manteca Unified School District in 2008, and was Teacher of the Year in MUSD.  She presented 
at the 2015 Microsoft Global E2 conference, where she earned two global awards for project 
excellence, and is a popular global presenter and trainer.  
 
Verónica M. Vazquez Ugalde  
Program Associate 
Empatico 
 
Verónica M. Vazquez Ugalde is Empatico’s Program 
Associate. After graduating from Boston University with an 
MA in Economic Policy, Verónica worked in nonprofit 
evaluation with ImpactMatters (now part of Charity 
Navigator) to estimate the social impact of domestic and 
international nonprofits. Through this work, she became 
increasingly interested in monitoring and evaluation as 
means to ensure that programs are, in fact, making a 
difference in the world. She joined Empatico to help expand 
its evidence of impact and create accessible, evidence-based resources to help foster empathy in 
children and adults. Now, Verónica leverages education and psychology research to design 



 
 

 
 

student programs and adult learning opportunities that can positively impact the lives of youth, 
educators, and caregivers around the world. In addition to pushing Empatico’s assessment efforts 
forward, she led the creation of Empatico’s professional development courses and has most 
recently worked on implementing new teacher training opportunities into Empatico’s Empathy 
Across the USA: Race and Identity program.   
  
 
Maryam Abdullah, Ph.D.  
Parenting Program Director, Greater Good Science Center 
University of California 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Maryam Abdullah, Ph.D. is the Parenting Program Director at 
UC Berkeley’s Greater Good Science Center. She is a 
developmental psychologist with expertise in parent-child 
relationships and children’s prosocial development. At the 
Greater Good Science Center, Maryam leads the center’s 
parenting initiative, which supports community-based 
organizations that serve parents and writes articles about the 
latest child development and parenting science research for 
families on Greater Good, the center’s online magazine. Prior to 
joining the Greater Good Science Center, she was an Assistant 
Project Scientist in the Department of Pediatrics at the University of California, Irvine where she 
provided parenting and child interventions at a school-based behavioral health program. Her 
research explores family relationships, early development of children with autism spectrum 
disorder, and traditional behavioral and canine-assisted interventions for children with ADHD.  
  
 
Shelley Bartolotti  
Reading Specialist, New Hartford Central School District 
New Hartford, NY 
 
Shelley Bartolotti is a reading specialist in her 28th year of teaching 
in the New Hartford Central School District in New Hartford, NY. 
She is a graduate of Syracuse University (B.S.) and State 
University of New York College at Cortland (M.Ed.). Shelley is 
dedicated to cultivating students' curiosity and interest in learning 
and has created and instructed summer STEAM classes for students 
for the past 16 years. She received extensive training in Capturing 
Kids Hearts (Flippen) and Engaging Students with Poverty in Mind 
(Jensen). Shelley developed and instructed a summer literacy 
curriculum for at-risk students of Thea Bowman House in Utica, 
NY, since 2015. Devoted to raising awareness of the SDGs and 
fostering empathy across the globe, Shelley was selected to participate in Empatico and the 
World Largest Lesson’s Fellowship. She is currently an educator for Empatico’s Empathy Across 
the USA: Race and Identity program. Shelley’s ongoing professional development work consists 



 
 

 
 

of courses on diversity, equity, and inclusion. Shelley has been recognized as an Outstanding 
Teacher by the Learning Disabilities Association of the Mohawk Valley, an Outstanding 
Educator by the Genesis Group in 2018, and was honored as The New York State Literacy 
Educator of the Year 2020 by NYSRA.  
 
 
David Eisenberg 
Teachers for Global Classrooms Program to Colombia 
Teacher, Eleanor Roosevelt High School 
Greenbelt, MD 
 
Dave Eisenberg has taught at Eleanor Roosevelt High School since 
1997. He teaches project-based engineering classes, acts as Green 
School Coordinator, is part of the Japanese Exchange Program 
committee, and sponsors the Get Into Tech Club. In 2019 Dave 
supervised students on a trip to Japan to participate in a science 
fair at Atsugi High School. In 2016 he was lead teacher of an 
ERHS student team that collaborated with Ghanaian students 
during the IREX World Smarts STEM Challenge in which their team won the grand prize. He 
has undergraduate degrees from Frostburg State University and the University of Maryland, a 
master’s degree from Johns Hopkins, and has completed engineering teacher programs at the 
University of Maryland and the University of Texas. He is a 2020 first prize winner of The 
Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation Teacher Innovator Award, a certified National Geographic 
Educator, a Teachers for Global Classroom Fellow (Colombia 2018), and an inductee into the 
Rocky Gorge Rugby Hall of Fame. 
 
 
Shana Ferguson  
Teacher Librarian, Columbia River High School 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Program to the United Kingdom  
Vancouver, WA  
 
Shana Ferguson is the teacher librarian at Columbia River High School in Vancouver, 
Washington. She received a Fulbright Distinguished Award in 
Teaching to study and develop digital literacy curriculum at the 
University of Edinburgh. She currently is a member of Washington 
State's Teachers for an Informed Public and has coordinated grant 
funding for her school to develop media literacy lessons in high 
school ELA classes. She also works as part of a core team to support 
the Washington Digital TeachKit, a project sponsored by the 
Washington Library Association to support remote and hybrid 
instructional design. In her free time, she is a competitive rower, 
coaches her school's Mock Trial team, is an avid reader and loves 
exploring places near and far with her husband.  
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Lauren Krizner Fischer 
Education Program Specialist for the National Museum of American Diplomacy 
U.S. Department of State 
Washington, DC  
 
Lauren Krizner Fischer serves as Education Program 
Specialist for the National Museum of American Diplomacy 
(NMAD) at the U.S. Department of State. She establishes 
education and outreach goals for the museum and plans 
curriculum and education resources based on its exhibitions. 
She designs and implements the NMAD's Diplomacy 
Simulation Program, which is available on the museum's 
website, including training materials. In addition, Lauren 
produced four education videos highlighting the work of 
U.S. diplomats under the themes of Peace, Prosperity, 
Democracy, and Development. Through Lauren’s leadership, 
NMAD has reached over 13,000 participants in 2019/2020. 
She works with collaborating partners, such as The White 
House Historical Association, the National Council for the Social Studies, the World Affairs 
Councils DC, and establishes relationships with educational organizations dedicated to the 
teaching of social studies, history, and global education.  Prior to joining the Department, Lauren 
served as Director of Education at The New-York Historical Society in New York City where 
she co-curated two exhibitions, Kid City and $24: The Legendary Deal for Manhattan and co-
authored The Martyr Patriot: Nathan Hale and Peter Stuyvesant and the Origins of New 
Amsterdam, both written for 5th and 6th-grade audience. Lauren earned her master's in Museum 
Education from Bank Street Teachers College in New York City.  
  
 
Lauren Granite 
Director, U.S. Educational Programs 
Centropa 
 
Dr. Lauren Granite directs Centropa's U.S. educational 
programs. Prior to joining the Centropa staff, she spent more 
than a dozen years teaching Jewish history in colleges, a 
Jewish day school, and congregational schools. As a teacher, 
Lauren created Centropa's first cross-cultural projects with 
Berlin and Budapest, and since 2010 she has been 
building Centropa’s network of US schools; running 
workshops and seminars; mentoring teachers; writing lessons 
and projects; and working with educators in all disciplines to 
create dynamic learning experiences for their students 
using Centropa’s free resources.  
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Guy Hamlin  
Teacher, Troy Howard Middle School 
Teachers for Global Classrooms Program to Indonesia  
Belfast, ME  
 
Guy Hamlin has been teaching life lessons to students in Maine and 
abroad for 28 years. His greatest wish for young people is for them to 
become global thinkers and action takers. Hamlin has taught 
internationally (Korea, 2011-12,) has been a Fellow with the Transatlantic 
Outreach Program (Germany, 2015) and with Teachers for Global 
Classrooms Program (Indonesia, 2018) and is proud to be 
a TeachSDGs Ambassador. He earned a M. Ed in Global Education through the University of 
Illinois in 2019. Guy believes that his job is to help students learn not just about the world, but 
with, in, and for the world.  
 
 
Robert Lurie 
Teacher, Waverly High School 
Teachers for Global Classrooms Program to India  
Lansing, MI 
 
Robert Lurie is a veteran social studies teacher at Waverly High School 
in Lansing. He works to increase international understanding through 
initiatives aimed at cultivating globally competent students. Working 
with teacher partners at his urban school and a local rural school, he has 
co-lead the very successful school swap project aimed at increasing the 
cultural competencies of the participants. Working in partnership with Michigan State 
University, Youth for Understanding and MindLeaps, Waverly students are regularly involved in 
virtual exchanges with students on five continents. Waverly regularly welcomes visiting 
international scholars, dignitaries and MSU faculty.. Robert is also the Session Director for MSU 
LATTICE, a learning community which links K-12 teachers, international graduate students and 
MSU faculty. Robert is a State Department Teachers for Global Classrooms Fellow (India, 2015) 
and a Teacher Fellow at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Robert was recognized 
as the National Teacher of the Year by the Anne Frank Center for Mutual Respect in 2019. 
 
 
Jenna Davis  
Teacher, Secondary English Language Arts 
MI 
 
Jenna has been teaching Resource English Language Arts at the 
secondary level for the past six years. She received her Bachelor's degree 
in Special Education from Grand Valley State University in 2015 and her 
Master's in Autism Spectrum Disorders from Grand Canyon University in 
2020. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
Julie Keck  
Teacher, Ovid-Elsie High School 
Elsie MI  

Julie Keck is a veteran social studies teacher at Ovid-Elsie High School 
in Elsie Michigan. During her years she has worked in collaboration with 
many exchange students here in the United States and aboard to increase 
understanding in the area of global studies with emphasis in comparative 
government. Working with teacher partners at her rural school and a local 
urban school, she has co-lead the very successful school swap project 
that focuses on increasing cultural competencies of their students. Julie is 
a member of LATTICE, a learning community that links K-12 teachers, 
international graduate students and MSU faculty. She is co-advisor of the 
Ovid-Elsie Awareness and Change group that will be traveling with 50 
plus students to Europe in 2022. Julie was recognized as Teacher of the Year by the Greater 
Lansing United Nations Association. In her spare time, she serves as a trustee on the Chesaning 
Union Schools Board of Education.  

 
Dana Blank 
Teacher, Ovid-Elsie High School 
Professor, Lansing Community College 
Ovid, MI 
 
Dana Blank is a veteran Language Arts Teacher at Ovid-Elsie High 
School as well as a writing professor at Lansing Community 
College.  She works in her classrooms to promote the understanding 
of social issues that affect people locally, nationally, and 
globally.  Her efforts increase awareness and inspire students to 
critically think about problems beyond the rural community.  Dana 
works with teacher partners at her rural high school and has co-led the 
Waverly / Ovid-Elsie School Swap project, which offers students real-life diverse perspectives 
that promote collaborating and working together.  Dana is a member of LATTICE (Linking All 
Types of Teachers to International Cross-Cultural Education), which is a learning community 
and international network in partnership with Michigan State University.  She has hosted 13 
foreign exchange students and has traveled extensively, learning in-person about different 
cultures and perspectives to share.  Dana was the 2019 "Teacher of the Year" awarded by the 
Greater Lansing United Nations Association (GLUNA) and she is a current Board Member for 
that organization.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Jennifer Manise 
Executive Director, Longview Foundation for World Affairs 
and International Understanding  
Washington, DC 
 
Jennifer Manise took the position of Executive Director for the 
Longview Foundation for World Affairs and International 
Understanding in February of 2010.  Since it was founded by 
William Breese in 1966, the Longview Foundation has been 
seeking to build a more peaceful, just, & sustainable world by 
equipping youth with a global perspective and understanding of 
political, social, and environmental issues worldwide.  Ms. 
Manise relishes the opportunities presented every day to elevate 
students, educators, and education leaders and to humbly contribute to Mr. Breese’s notion that a 
more peaceful world for the next generation is a goal worth pursuing. As a grant maker, she 
loves partnering with nonprofits and policymakers who endeavor to do the same.  Prior to joining 
the Longview Foundation, Ms. Manise worked at the Council of Chief State School Officers as 
the Director of Program Development and Operations and consultant on strategic partnerships, 
international education, and education accountability and reporting.  Ms. Manise has experience 
in executive leadership, philanthropy, creating thriving boards, and pre-K-20 education policy 
and partnerships. She lives in Vienna, VA with her patient husband and two amazing daughters. 
 
 
Michelle Neely  
Dean of Students, Ferris Junior High School   
Ferris, TX   
   
Michelle Neely earned a Bachelor of Arts from Sam Houston 
State University, a Master of Art in Communications Arts from 
Southern Methodist University and a Doctorate in Education 
Leadership from the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor 
University. During graduate school, Michelle was recognized 
for her instructional talent as a graduate assistant and was 
encouraged to pursue teaching by professors at Southern 
Methodist University. After graduate school, Michelle Neely started her career in education in 
Dallas Independent School District where she taught Reading Language Arts, K-5 Gifted and 
Talented, Science and Social Studies. Michelle was the founding Associate Principal of Teaching 
and Learning at The Barack Obama Male Leadership Academy (BOMLA) in Dallas ISD. BOMLA 
is a nationally recognized Blue-Ribbon School. While serving at BOMLA, Michelle coordinated 
all global studies initiatives and travel fundraising efforts at the school. Currently, Michelle serves 
as the Dean of Students at Ferris Junior High School in Ferris, Texas.  
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
Angela Palmieri  
Teacher, Jon Muir Elementary School 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Program to New Zealand  
Glendale, CA  
 
Angela Palmieri is a third grade Spanish dual language immersion 
teacher at John Muir Elementary School in Glendale, CA. She is the 
founding teacher of John Muir's Spanish dual language immersion 
program, and has been an educator for over twenty years who has taught 
in Los Angeles, Detroit, and San Francisco. In 2016, Ms. Palmieri 
traveled to New Zealand on a Fulbright Distinguished Awards in 
Teaching Research Program to document and research the cultural 
pedagogical practices of Maori-medium schools. Angela was born and 
raised in Caracas, Venezuela to Italian immigrant parents and speaks 
Italian and Spanish fluently. Ms. Palmieri is a graduate of the UCLA 
Principal Leadership Institute and holds a B.A. degree in Urban Learning Education and an M.A. 
degree in Reading/ Language Arts Education from CSULA, as well as an M.A. degree in 
Educational Administration from UCLA. In 2018, Angela traveled to China on a Fulbright Hays 
grant with UC Berkeley's Tang Center for Silk Road Studies, and in 2019 she traveled to New 
York's Pace University on a Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History grant to study 
immigration trends in the United States. Ms. Palmieri is in the third and last year of her doctoral 
studies in the Educational Leadership Program at UCLA-her dissertation research focuses on 
sociocultural competence in dual language immersion education.     
 
 
Christine Powell 
Teacher, Newbury Park High School 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Program to Singapore 
Newbury Park, CA  
 
Dr. Christine Powell is a full-time special educator in Southern 
California. With over 19 years of direct teaching experience, her research 
and teaching focus on executive functioning disorders and post-
secondary transition in K-college students. She is an Accessibility Coach 
with UCLA Smarter Balanced Consortium, heads the Corwin Read2Earn 
Teacher Professional Development Program at California Lutheran 
University, and is in private practice as an Education Therapist. She is a 
published researcher (peer-reviewed) (JAASEP/NASET) and writes on 
access and equity issues centered on students with diverse learning needs. She was a 2019 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Fellow to Singapore, where her inquiry 
project examined college and career pathways for students with learning differences within the 
Ministry of Education. Christine has two children, Conner and Callahan, and enjoys standup 
paddle boarding and long-distance running. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Nathan Ramin 
Teacher, Chicago Public Schools  
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Program to New Zealand  
Chicago, IL  
 
Nate Ramin is a social studies teacher at Ellen Mitchell Elementary in 
Chicago’s West Town neighborhood, where his courses focus on the 
History of US Activism, Global Issues, and Civics. In addition to his 
role as a teacher, Nate serves as the faculty advisor for Mitchell’s 
Student Voice Committee, a student leadership team which targets 
issues related to equity and antiracism at school. He also worked 
alongside other members of a district-wide teacher leadership team to 
develop the new Grade 8 Civics curriculum.  Outside of the 
classroom, Nate researches community-engaged teaching practices. 
He is a former Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research 
Program fellow to Aotearoa, New Zealand, where he spent 2018 studying how community 
organizations can support student learning through place-based and culturally sustaining 
practices. Nate also received a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities in 2019 to 
study how humanities studies can help students engage with environmental concerns. He holds a 
Masters of Education from DePaul University, along with undergraduate degrees in philosophy 
and classical studies from Loyola University Chicago.   
 
 
Susannah Remillard  
Teacher, Cape Cod Lighthouse Public Charter School 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Program to New Zealand 
Harwich, MA 
 
Susannah Remillard teaches Language Arts and seminars in restorative 
agriculture at Cape Cod Lighthouse Public Charter School in Harwich, 
MA. She engaged in research in 2019 as a Fulbright Distinguished 
Awards in Teaching Research Program to New Zealand, studying the 
teaching of difficult history in the primary grades, with a focus on 
indigenous identity and foundational stories in the classroom. At home, 
her work focuses on decolonizing the Thanksgiving story, with an 
emphasis on breaking down stereotypes and rebuilding with primary 
sources and equalizing classroom routines. Recently, she has extended 
her study to examine larger themes around antiracist and anti-bias 
pedagogy, including best practices in decolonizing our classrooms 
through intentional choices in content and teaching methods across the curriculum. Her work has 
been shared through The Atlantic Black Box Project, First Book, NCSS, NCTE, and National 
Geographic Educator Forums.   
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Brian Ristow 
Doctoral Candidate, Victoria University of Wellington 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Program to New Zealand 
Aotearoa, New Zealand 
 
Brian is a final year PhD candidate at Victoria University of 
Wellington, Aotearoa, New Zealand. Originally from Southern 
California, Brian has taught in number of highly diverse secondary 
schools in California and Europe over the last twenty years. As a 
Special Education teacher, Brian has been fortunate to work alongside 
a broad range of exceptional learners who have challenged him to see 
the world differently. In 2016, Brian was granted, a Fulbright 
Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research fellowship to Aotearoa, 
New Zealand, and he spent his time investigating best practices in 
student-led learning. Stemming from this experience, Brian’s current 
doctoral research project seeks to better understand the ways in which 
multiethnic secondary schools are engaging with the indigenous world.  
Brian has four children currently enjoying the slow pace of life in a 
small coastal village. 
 
 
Argine Safari  
Teacher, Pascack Valley High School 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Program to Finland 
Hillsdale, NJ 
 
Argine Safari is passionate about transforming the lives of her students 
through the power of music and global connections. After completing 
her Fulbright 6-month program in Helsinki, Finland, Argine has 
successfully developed global projects with her students at Pascack 
Valley High School in Hillsdale, NJ, that connect communities through 
arts collaboration. Argine’s goal is to raise her students’ global 
awareness and teach them empathy and understanding.  Argine’s mission 
to transform and empower her students through the arts led her to co-
found a non-profit youth theater arts company, Stage Scene and Song 
Performing Arts in 2013.  Argine is a recipient of numerous awards, 
including the 2010 Princeton University Distinguished Scholar Award, 
2017 New Jersey State Teacher of the Year, NEA Foundation 2018 
Teaching Excellence Award, 2018 Lowell Milken Fellow, and more. Argine is active as a 
clinician and chamber musician, having performed at Carnegie Hall, Madison Square Garden, 
and Zankel Hall. Argine is fluent in three languages and is currently a Doctoral candidate at 
Walden University. Argine’s article on innovative teaching was published in Moscow in 2019. In 
May 2020, she was featured in Dr. Bilha Fish’s book Invincible Women: Conversations with 21 
Inspiring and Successful American Immigrants. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Al R. Schleicher 
Teacher, State of California 
Instructor, School of Teacher Education, San Diego State University 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Program to the Netherlands 
San Diego, CA 
 
Al R. Schleicher is a credentialed classroom teacher in the State of 
California and instructor in the School of Teacher Education at San 
Diego State University. As a 10th grade English teacher, Al was the 
Speech & Debate coach for seven years. He is a recipient of a 2017 
Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Research Program 
fellowship, and his research and teaching praxis centers around 
democratic schooling in K-12 education. While on the Fulbright 
Program, Al’s research involved secondary school debate and language 
acquisition in The Netherlands. Currently, he is a Ph.D. student in the 
Joint Doctoral Program in Education at Claremont Graduate University and San Diego State 
University. Al’s work explores questions of critical thinking and collaborative problem-solving 
in classroom contexts. As an interdisciplinary educator, Al’s work further examines discussion, 
deliberation, and debate pedagogy as equitable disciplinary literacies.   
 
 
 
Linda Yaron Weston  
Lecturer, University of Southern California 
Teachers for Global Classrooms Program to India 
Fulbright-Hays Seminars Abroad Program to Brazil  
Los Angeles, CA  
  
Linda Yaron Weston is the author of Mindfulness for Young Adults: 
Tools to Thrive in School and Life. She teaches at the University of 
Southern California, where she developed their introductory 
mindfulness course. Prior to that, she was a public high school 
English teacher, where she became increasingly interested in how 
schools can support student health and well-being. A 
National Board-Certified Teacher with experience teaching academic and well-being courses at 
the high school and university level, she holds dual MEd degrees from UCLA and certifications 
to teach English, physical education, health, mindfulness, and yoga. She served as a U.S. 
Department of Education Teaching Ambassador Fellow as well as in the Fulbright Hays 
Seminars Abroad Program in Brazil and U.S. State Department Teachers for Global Classrooms 
Program in India. As a daughter of immigrants, she has always been fascinated by other cultures, 
leading her to major in world literature, teach in diverse communities, design global curriculum, 
and travel the world connecting with others across culture, language, food, nationality, and 
perspective.  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

María Eugenia Zelaya 
Teacher, Eastside High School 
Executive Director, Children Beyond Our Borders 
Teachers for Global Classroom Program to Colombia 
Gainesville, FL 
 
Born in Caracas, Venezuela, María Eugenia Zelaya is a first-
generation immigrant in the United States. She has been teaching 
Spanish at Eastside High School since 2008. Mrs. Zelaya 
received a bachelor’s degree in Political Science from the 
University of Florida in 2000, and two Master of Arts degrees 
from the University of Florida (Latin American Studies 2002 and 
Political Science 2006). She took part in the 2015- 2016 
Teachers for Global Classroom Program and participated in the International Field Experience in 
Colombia. In her classroom, she provides her students with opportunities to understand others’ 
perspectives through video conferences with classrooms in Latin America (Colombia and 
Ecuador). She participated in the 2017- 2018 Peace Teacher Program of the United States 
Institute of Peace. She was one of the 2019 Sustainable Development Goals Ambassadors 
working to as a representative of educators of the world to help empower students around the 
2030 Agenda for a better world. She was selected as the High School Teacher of the Year for 
Alachua County. In 2019, she was one of the speakers at the TEDxUF conference. She is the 
Executive Director of Children Beyond Our Borders, non-profit organization based in 
Gainesville, Florida whose mission is to improve the quality of life and provide sustainable 
access to education for vulnerable students in the US and Latin America. 


