
 

 

 

U.S. Department of State: 
 

Rick A. Ruth  

Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Office of the Assistant Secretary 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

 

 

Rick Ruth is Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary (PDAS) for the U.S. Department of 

State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. He also serves as Senior Advisor to the 

Assistant Secretary.  

 

Rick is a former Foreign Service Officer and currently a member of the Senior Executive 

Service. Prior to joining the Foreign Service, he taught Russian language and literature at the 

University of Arizona. He joined the Government in the mid-1970s as a Russian-speaking staff 

member on a traveling exhibition in the Soviet Union. Rick subsequently joined the Foreign 

Service, serving abroad in Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the Soviet Union.   

 

He was Deputy Chief of Staff at the United States Information Agency from 1988 to 1999. With 

the integration of USIA and the Department of State, Rick organized the office of the Under 

Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs and served as its first Chief of Staff.  

In the immediate aftermath of 9/11, he was the sole public diplomacy representative on the 

senior level steering committee responsible for coordinating the State Department's response to 

the attack.   

 

Rick has also served in the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs as Deputy Assistant 

Secretary for Policy, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Private Sector Exchange, and Principal 

Deputy Assistant Secretary. He established the Department's first global alumni network, 

spearheaded cultural heritage as a key component of foreign policy, pioneered the quantitative 

measurement of exchange programs, originated the first high school exchange for the Arab and 

Muslim world, and implemented historic reforms in the regulation and oversight of private sector 

exchanges. 

 

Rick has received numerous awards, including the Presidential Rank Award for Meritorious 

Service, the Edward R. Murrow Award for Excellence in Public Diplomacy, awarded jointly by 

the U.S. Department of State and the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, 

the Lois Roth Foundation’s Ilchman-Richardson Award for contributions to cultural diplomacy, 

and the Alumnus of the Year Award from the College of Humanities of the University of 

Arizona. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Caroline Casagrande 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Academic Programs 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

 

 

 

 

Caroline Casagrande is the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Academic Programs in the U.S. 

Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA). The programs 

supported by her office include: Fulbright Scholarships, Humphrey Fellowships, Gilman 

Scholarships, overseas American Spaces, undergraduate exchanges, teacher exchanges, the 

promotion of U.S. higher education overseas and study abroad for Americans, and English and 

foreign language study programs. 

 

Previously, Ms. Casagrande served as the Special Advisor to ECA Assistant Secretary Marie 

Royce, providing senior-level advice on the formulation of public diplomacy programming to 

support the National Security Strategy. She has led new initiatives on a broad range of 

educational and cultural exchange programming to support global women’s economic 

empowerment, religious freedom, and countering state-sponsored disinformation. 

A life-long public servant, Ms. Casagrande served in the New Jersey General Assembly 

representing the 11th and 12th Legislative Districts from 2008 to 2016, rising to Deputy 

Republican Leader. She is the youngest woman assembly member ever elected in New Jersey, 

and a member of the first all-female delegation to represent a New Jersey Legislative District. 

Prior to serving in the New Jersey Assembly, she was a partner in the law firm of Menna, Supko 

& Casagrande in Shrewsbury, NJ. She has served as township attorney and special counsel for 

municipalities throughout New Jersey. Ms. Casagrande served as Director of the Young 

Women’s Leadership Institute from 2010-2016, which she developed to expose high school 

seniors to careers in public service. She has been an honorary fellow of Rutgers University’s 

Eagleton Institute of Politics since 2015. She is an exchange alumna, having participated both as 

an American Council of Young Political Leaders (ACYPL) delegate to Nepal in 2010 and as an 

ACYPL fellowship recipient at the East-West Center in 2015 from where she traveled to India as 

part of a delegation of young parliamentarians. 

A New Jersey native, Ms. Casagrande holds a J.D. from Rutgers School of Law – Camden and a 

B.S. in political science from Pennsylvania State University. While in college, Ms. Casagrande 

interned in the new democratic government of South Africa. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Anthony Koliha 

Director, Office of Global Educational Programs 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

Washington, DC 

 

Anthony Koliha is the Director of the Office of Global Educational Programs at the U.S. 

Department of State, where he oversees a portfolio of international teacher, professional, and 

global mobility programs and services across four branches. Prior to joining ECA, he was the 

Director of International Programs in the College of Arts and Sciences at Indiana University, 

Bloomington, where he helped successfully launch a new School of Global and International 

Studies, in addition to expanding international programs and providing senior leadership for over 

a dozen federally- funded international, area studies, and foreign language centers. Mr. Koliha 

previously held joint posts as Director of the Fulbright Program in Russia and International 

Director of the Russia/Eurasia office for the Institute of International Education.  Mr. Koliha has 

also worked at the Social Science Research Council and American Councils for International 

Education. He holds degrees from Kenyon College and Indiana University, Bloomington. 

 

 

Ms. Jennifer Gibson 

Chief, Teacher Exchange Branch 

Office of Global Educational Programs 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

 

 

 

Jennifer is Branch Chief in the Office of Global Educational Programs in Bureau of Educational 

and Cultural Affairs (ECA). She oversees Fulbright Programs for teachers from the U.S. and 

worldwide as well as the Teachers of Critical Languages Program which places Arabic and 

Mandarin language teachers in U.S. schools. She also manages the Humphrey Fellowship 

Program, the Community College Initiative Program, the Community College Administrator 

Program, and the Tunisia Community College Scholarship Program. After college, she served as 

a Peace Corps Volunteer in Palau and then joined the Academy for Educational Development in 

Washington, D.C. She is a graduate of Bates College and has a master’s degree in Organization 

Development from Johns Hopkins University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Betsy Devlin-Foltz 

Senior Program Officer, Teacher Exchange Branch 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

Washington, DC 

 

 

Betsy is a Senior Program Officer in the Teacher Exchange Branch where she manages grants that 

support professional development exchanges for U.S. and international teachers.  From 2002-

2010, she served as Executive Director of the Longview Foundation for Education in World 

Affairs and International Understanding, where she launched initiatives to internationalize teacher 

preparation and work with states, districts, schools and non-profits to build the global competence 

of K-12 students in the U.S.  Earlier in her career, she taught English to middle school students 

and adults in the U.S., was a Fulbright English Teaching Assistant in France, directed a college 

study abroad program in Zimbabwe, and consulted on cross-cultural communications, 

organization development, and international education to clients in the public, private and non-

profit sectors.  She is a graduate of Swarthmore College and holds a Master's Degree in 

International Educational Development from Teachers College, Columbia University. 

 

 

Michael Kuban 

Senior Program Officer, Teacher Exchange Branch 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

Washington, DC 

 

 

Michael has worked as a Senior Program Officer in the Teacher Exchange Branch of the U.S. 

Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs for over fifteen years.  He works 

on a variety of different exchange programs for both U.S. and international teachers, including the 

Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching program, the Teaching Excellence and Achievement 

(TEA) program, and the Teachers for Global Classrooms (TGC) Program.  Before joining the 

Department of State, Mr. Kuban worked for ten years for the American Councils for International 

Education, where he managed exchange programs for undergraduate and graduate students, 

secondary teachers, and university professors.  Michael earned a bachelor’s degree in Russian 

Language and Area Studies from Dickinson College and a master’s degree in Slavic Languages 

and Literature from the University of Virginia, and he speaks Russian and has some knowledge of 

French and Czech. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Maxine Lunn 

Senior Program Officer, Teacher Exchange Branch 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

Washington, DC 

 

 

Maxine is a Senior Program Officer in the Teacher Exchange Branch. Previously, she worked at 

1105 Media, where she was General Manager of the FEND (Federal Employees News Digest) 

division and Director of Research. She also served as Research Manager on AED’s Development 

Information Services Contract for USAID and as Vice President, Technology Programs, for 

Virginia’s Center for Innovative Technology. Early in her career, she worked as a Presidential 

Management Intern in the Voluntary Visitor Program, and was a Peace Corps Volunteer in 

Cameroon.  Maxine holds a Ph.D. in Public Policy from George Mason University, an M.A. in 

International Economics and Social Change and Development from Johns Hopkins SAIS, and a 

B.A. in International Relations, French and Spanish from Tufts University. 

 

 

Jennyfer Wong 

Senior Program Officer, Teacher Exchange Branch 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

Washington, DC 

 

 

 

Jennyfer is a Senior Program Officer in the Teacher Exchange Branch at the Bureau of Educational 

and Cultural Affairs. Previously, she was a Program Assistant at the Foreign Service Institute, 

where she helped administer and coordinate consular training courses for mid- to senior-level 

Foreign Service Officers and locally employed staff. Jennyfer has worked at various educational 

non-profits and at the American Federation of Teachers conducting and writing research on 

educational issues. She has also spent time at the Center for Strategic and International Studies 

(CSIS) programming executive leadership training workshops. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in 

Political Science and East Asian Languages and Literatures at the University of Florida and has a 

Master’s Degree in Public Policy from American University. She is a native speaker in Chinese 

Cantonese and proficient in Chinese Mandarin and Spanish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Keynote Speaker: 

 

Sydney Chaffee 

Humanities Teacher and Instructional Coach 

Codman Academy Charter Public School 

Boston, Massachusetts   

Twitter: @SydneyChaffee 

NTOY2017@ccsso.org 

 

Sydney Chaffee is a 9th grade Humanities teacher, department chair, and instructional coach at 

Codman Academy Charter Public School in Dorchester, MA. As 2017 National Teacher of the 

Year, she has spoken to audiences around the world about the limitless power of teachers and 

students to change the world. Sydney is a National Board Certified Teacher with a passion for 

helping diverse learners grow through authentic, relevant, interdisciplinary curricula. She earned 

her B.A. from Sarah Lawrence College and her M.Ed. from Lesley University. Learn more at 

www.sydneychaffee.com. 

 

Alumni Panel, Educating Youth for an Interconnected World: 
 

 

Cinda Murray 

Secondary Science Teacher: Chemistry, Environmental Science, Biology 

Northwestern SHS 

Albion, Pennsylvania  

Teachers for Global Classrooms, India 

Twitter: @_Cinda_Murray  

cmurray@nwsd.org 
 

Cinda Murray teaches at Northwestern High School in a rural area of northwest Pennsylvania 

located near Lake Erie.  She has been teaching for 21 years and has taught Life Science, Physical 

Science, Biology (Adapted, General, Advanced, and AP), General Science, Chemistry (General & 

Honors), and Environmental Science. Currently she teaches Chemistry and Environmental 

Science. She serves as a school advisor for the Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science, 

Envirothon, Chemistry Club, Northwestern Environmental Action Team, iEARN, GLOBE, World 

Affairs Council, and Creek Connections. Cinda successfully completed a RET, Research 

Experience for Teachers, with the University of Pittsburgh Ecology Lab and currently collaborates 

with the CSATS Center for Science and Schools in the APPLES program. She has led numerous 

student educational travel groups abroad. She is also a National Geographic Certified Educator.  

Cinda has obtained several educational degrees including an AA in Veterinary Science from 

Garrett College, BS in Biology from Frostburg State University, Master’s Equivalency from 

Pennsylvania Department of Education, and a MS in Educational Strategies and Techniques from 

Wilkes University.  Mrs. Murray considers herself a lifelong learner and is actively pursuing a 

doctorate degree in Educational Leadership at Wilkes University.  She maintains a leadership role 

in the STEM initiative at her school and strives to involve youth in independent research projects 

that collaborate with scientists.  Cinda’s teaching strategies are anchored in experiential learning 

and project-based education that has global implications.  She was part of the 2015 India Cohort 



 

 

and continues to participate in the Teachers for Global Classrooms Program to gain insight and 

professional skills for collaboration in global education, which can be integrated into her school 

and community.   

 

Joseph Olan  

Academic Dean  

Uvalde High School  

Uvalde, Texas  

Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching, Singapore  

21stcenturylearning.readiness@gmail.com  

 

In addition to traveling to Singapore in 2015 to research character development in the humanities 

and collaborating on brain-based teaching strategies; he has shared his experience and the 

importance of learning from exchange programs in many schools in cities in Texas (i.e. El Paso, 

Eagle Pass, Del Rio, Uvalde, San Antonio). Mr. Olan has also maintained a strong collaborative 

partnership with several educators from Singapore including Jeremy Lee who is a Singapore to 

U.S. Fulbright Alumnus (2014-2015). He continually integrates aspects from what he learned in 

Singapore and from other educators with international experiences into trainings he facilitates and 

with the teachers he coaches and supports.  

 

Dana Patterson Nelson 

Instructional Special Education Coordinator 

Kansas City Public Schools  

Kansas City, Missouri 

Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Program, Colombia  

Twitter: @askrevdananow 

askrevdana@yahoo.com 
 

 

After 10 years as a master special education teacher in Kansas, Dana accepted a new position in 

the district of her childhood. Dana’s new role in Kansas City Public Schools offers a ripe 

opportunity to blend her interests and expertise in inclusive special education, English language 

learning, culturally relevant praxis and educational leadership. Dana considers herself a global 

“edubassador” who navigates diverse learner and faith communities with ease. Dana led the 

DECAL Statewide Inclusion Initiative in Georgia prior to relocating to Doha, Qatar in the Middle 

East with her family.  While in Qatar, she trained Qatari educators, Bedouin children and US Army 

soldiers. She served as a Japan Peace Study Tour Ambassador and co-hosted a radio show 

commemorating the 70th Anniversary of the Atomic Bombings in Japan and reconciliatory 

progress. During her 2017 Fulbright Distinguished Award in Teaching experience, Dana trained 

and consulted with 350 educators, mentored Afro-Colombian and Indigenous youth and collegians 

in Colombia, South America.  After which, she was chosen for the Kansas NEA Racial Justice 

Leadership Taskforce, NEA Minority & Women’s Leadership Delegation and Marsha Stearns 

Marshall Women Preacher Honoree. The City of Olathe’s Mayor honored Dana for her 

contributions to Kansas education.  A recent appointment to the Kansas Governor’s Council on 

Education offers Dana opportunity to further influence the trajectory of Kansas education policies 

and practices. Known for her creativity, resourcefulness, and inspired speaking, preaching and 

teaching, Dana warmly demands much from herself and others to achieve excellence and enhance 

mailto:21stcenturylearning.readiness@gmail.com


 

 

lives. She loves performance arts, writing and culinary dabbling. She and her husband, Kevin, 

lovingly parent Joshua, Jacob and Gabrielle and a Dachshund named Fonzee. 
 

Paul A. Bonner 

Principal 

Academy for Academics and Art 

Huntsville, Alabama 

Teacher of Critical Languages Program Host  

Twitter: @PaulABonner20 

paul.bonner@hsv-k12.org 
 

Paul has been in public education for 37 years. He is currently the Principal at the Academy for 

Academics and Arts, a Pre-K-8 magnet school in Huntsville, Alabama. Prior to this Paul served 

as Principal at Providence IB Elementary School in Huntsville where he guided the school to 

Authorization as an IB PYP school with Mandarin as the school’s second language.  His work 

with TCLP began in the fall of 2014 after becoming the first school in Alabama to receive TCLP 

Host School status.  In that time Providence added a full time certified Mandarin teacher along 

with a second year as a TCLP Host School.  Paul has participated in the school and exchange 

teacher selection process with TCLP.  Prior to his time in Huntsville, Paul worked 30 years in the 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools as an art teacher, coach, assistant principal, and principal. Paul 

contributed to books and presented on Professional Development in Partnership with Queens 

University of Charlotte, NC form 2008-2011.     

 

Paul grew up in Chattanooga, Tennessee in the 1960s and 1970s where he developed interests in 

the arts, history, sports, and rhetoric. He was an Art major at the University of the South, 

Sewanee, Tn., then completed graduate programs at UNC Greensboro and UNC Charlotte. He 

lives with his wife, Barbara, of 28 years and has 3 adult children.  

 

Workshop: Globalizing Your Elementary Classroom 
 

Laureé Akinola-Massaquoi 

Elementary Teacher 

Bricolage Academy 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

Teachers for Global Classrooms, Senegal 

Twitter: @ ree_aki18 

growinglobal18@gmail.com 
 

In addition to serving as a full-time elementary teacher at Bricolage Academy, Laureé is a 

passionate advocate and agent for change in her local and global community.  She has completed 

both the Urban League of Louisiana's Urban Leaders for Equity and Diversity (ULEAD) Program 

and the City of New Orleans Civic Leadership Academy.  Laureé also currently serves on the 

Executive Board for the Edgewood Park Neighborhood Association and as a consultant for the 

Global Education Online Course Development Committee through IREX.  Most recently, 

Laureé has been selected into the 2019 Urban Leaders Fellowship where she will be working on 

policy advancement and community advocacy throughout her region.    



 

 

  

Fueled by her desire to impact the greater world around her, Laureé received the Fulbright-

Teachers for Global Classrooms Fellowship Program where she was able to develop her 

professional skills in global education and deepen her understanding of education abroad while 

traveling to Senegal, Africa as a representative of the program.  In the spring, she was awarded an 

Alumni Ambassador Outreach Grant to promote global education curriculum and teacher outreach 

opportunities at EduCon 2019 in Philadelphia, PA.   

 
 

Andi Webb  

Albert Einstein Distinguished Educator Fellowship serving as a 

Congressional Fellow in the United States House of Representatives 

Typically an elementary teacher in Fayetteville, North Carolina 

Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Program, Singapore  

Twitter: @AndiWebb1 

teachandtraveltheworld@gmail.com 
 

From the beginning of her career, Andi has served as an elementary teacher in North Carolina. She 

has also served as lead teacher for all beginning teachers and mentors, as well as instructional 

coach. She has a Master’s Degree in Education from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill, is a National Board Certified Teacher, and is pursuing her Doctor of Educational Leadership 

through East Carolina University. Andi is a proud Fulbright alumna of the Fulbright Distinguished 

Awards in Teaching Program and was selected as Fulbrighter of the Month by the U.S. Embassy 

in Singapore. She has participated in the Japan-U.S. Fulbright ESD Program, as well as other 

programs to study and teach around the world to include the America’s Unofficial Ambassadors 

Program, Burroughs Wellcome Fund Career Award for Science and Mathematics Teachers, 

Chinese Bridge Delegation, Earthwatch, Fund for Teachers, Honeywell Educators at Space 

Academy, NOAA Teacher at Sea, Qatar Foundation International, Sino-American Bridge for 

Education and Health, TEACH Fellowship, and World View. Andi is passionate about 

international education and sustainability. She loves to read, travel, and be adventurous. Andi is 

currently very much enjoying serving as an Einstein Fellow in the Education and Labor Committee 

Office and as a Fulbright mentor.  
 

Workshop: Globalizing the Humanities 
 

Noah Zeichner 

Teacher 

Ingraham High School 

Washington, Seattle 

Teachers for Global Classrooms, Brazil 

Twitter: @nzeichner 

nczeichner@seattleschools.org 
 

 

Noah Zeichner is a National Board-certified social studies and Spanish teacher at Ingraham High 

School in Seattle, Washington. For the past several years, Noah has served as a consulting teacher 

for International Education for his school district. From 2011-2014, Noah coordinated a youth-led, 



 

 

school-wide festival called World Water Week and in 2015, 2017, and 2019 he and his students 

organized the Washington State Global Issues Network Conference. From 2014-2017, he co-

facilitated the weeklong Global Leadership Summer Institute, a workshop in which teachers learn 

how to create a more democratic classroom. Noah was honored with the 2013-14 World Affairs 

Council World Educator Award and was among 50 finalists chosen for the 2015 Global Teacher 

Prize. In 2012, Noah traveled to Brazil as part of the Teachers for Global Classrooms program and 

he recently visited South Africa as part of the 2018 NEA Foundation Global Learning Fellowship 

program. 

 
 

Linda Rummell 

7th Grade English/Language and Gifted Specialist 

Liberty Park Middle School 

Vestavia Hills, Alabama 

Teachers for Global Classrooms, Republic of Georgia 

Twitter: @GTinthemiddle 

rummelllt@vestavia.k12.al.us 

 

Linda has worked for Liberty Park Middle School in Alabama for the past 11 years where she 

started the gifted and talented program.  As part of her district’s first Teacher Leader Cohort, she 

designed a “mentor for every child” program for her school. Her passions include global education, 

differentiation and student-centered learning. She taught 6th grade English Language Arts for 

gifted learners for 9 years, and two years ago she made a choice to move up to 7th grade. She was 

the Junior United Nations sponsor for 5 years and has taught debate and speech as well as film 

club.  Before she began teaching at a public school, she was an assistant at a Montessori School. 

Linda travelled to the Republic of Georgia as part of the 2016 Teacher for Global Classroom 

program. Currently, she is in the process of becoming a Nationally Board Certified teacher. In her 

spare time, she loves to travel, create curriculum and spend time with her husband and three sons.  

 

Workshop: Globalizing STEM Education  
 

Wendy Rago 

9-12 Science Teacher; Biology 

Boca Raton Community High School 

Boca Raton, Florida 

Teachers for Global Classrooms, Indonesia 

wendyrago177@gmail.com 

 

Wendy has over fifteen years of experience teaching science in classrooms across the United States 

including New York, California, and Florida. She has led professional development trainings on 

STEM and Global Education, collaborating with teachers across neighboring school districts.  

Wendy has implemented environmental education initiatives in her local community and has a 

passion for integrating the cultural diversity found in South Florida into her teaching.  This 

summer, Wendy is the Director of the Space and Science FunCamps at Lynn University in Boca 

Raton, FL.   

 



 

 

Todd Noyes 

Mathematics Teacher 

Ithaca High School 

Ithaca, New York 

Teachers for Global Classrooms, Morocco 

Twitter: @IthacaNoyes 

ToddANoyes@gmail.com 

 

 

Todd Noyes has been working at Ithaca High School in Ithaca, NY for 13 years.  His career 

originally started as a Mechanical Engineer from the University at Buffalo.  After involvement 

with urban summer education programs, Todd decided to pursue a profession in education.  He 

was nominated to be the Math department leader after four years and organized a group to 

restructure Algebra 1 and eliminate the tracking in 9th grade.  During summers, Todd teaches math 

to an underserved population of students in the Upward Bound program at Cornell University.  In 

the classroom Todd helps students investigate the world and gives them the framework to delve 

deeper in current social and economic issues.  He believes accumulating international experiences 

makes people more well-rounded and sympathetic human beings, and he tries to foster an 

appreciation for international communities in his curriculum.  

 

Todd is a passionate and dedicated educator with experience teaching, conducting workshops, and 

giving presentations domestically and abroad.  He was a member of a group who established a 

relationship with Anandwan in India and provided professional development to their teachers that 

instruct students with disabilities.  Todd is a Teachers for Global Classroom (TGC) Fellow and 

traveled to Morocco where he built relationships and an appreciation for the Moroccan culture.  

As a result of the connections he created, Todd co-founded the Morocco Exchange club and helps 

coordinate a week-long trip to Morocco for students in 11th or 12th grade.  He believes that 

supporting all students, no matter their background, to pursue new experiences and see the world 

from a broader vantage point will help to mold a caring and considerate future generation of 

leaders. 

 

Workshop: Virtual Exchanges 
 

Randy French 

Science Teacher 

Geneseo Central School 

Geneseo, New York 

Teachers for Global Classrooms, Ghana 

randyfrench1958@gmail.com 

 

As part of his tenure as a science teacher at Geneseo Central School in upstate New York, Randy 

has shared his passion for exploration and learning with his students by participating in Teachers 

for a Global Classroom while working in a school in Ghana (2012). He has also traveled as a 

Grosvenor Teaching Fellow with National Geographic/Lindblad Expeditions (2017) to Antarctica 

and shared that experience with his students, community and beyond.  Using his experiences of 

traveling to all 7 continents and more than 30 different countries, he has broadened his student’s 

mailto:randyfrench1958@gmail.com


 

 

view of the world with unique stories, pictures and lessons. He has facilitated virtual exchanges 

with students in Nepal, Australia, Ireland, Costa Rica, the Czech Republic and more as well as 

helping students travel to numerous countries after graduation. For the past two years he has helped 

students raise money by collecting scrap metal in order to travel with students to El Sauce, 

Nicaragua. Here, his students worked alongside 5 different families building each family a new 

home to help his students appreciate similarities and differences in living in different parts of the 

world.  As a participant in the inaugural group of teachers five years ago in the New York State 

Master Teachers Program Randy has led many workshops and done numerous presentations on 

organizing field trips and helping other teachers make connections outside of their classrooms. 

Students of Randy’s have raised money for various projects such as a water tank in Uganda and 

bed nets to prevent malaria in Tanzania highlighting that one person can make a difference in the 

world.  

 
David Eisenberg 

Engineering Teacher – Grades 10-12 

Eleanor Roosevelt High School 

Greenbelt, Maryland 

Teachers for Global Classrooms, Colombia  

Twitter: @DW_Eisenberg 

david.eisenberg@pgcps.org 

 

 

 

In addition to serving as a full-time teacher at Eleanor Roosevelt High School, Dave is the ERHS 

Green School Coordinator. He also serves as the sponsor for the Get Into Tech Club, the Rugby 

Club, and LGBTQ Student Alliance. As a teacher Dave has worked to incorporate both 

STEM/STEAM and global competency within his classroom. He has set his students on the path 

to becoming global citizens through field work with his Teachers for Global Classrooms cohort 

(Colombia, 2018) and as lead teacher during the IREX World Smarts STEM Challenge (Ghana, 

2016). During the World Smarts STEM Challenge his students won the grand prize for their 

collaborative work with students at Edinaman Senior High School for developing a prototype 

earth battery as a solution to rolling blackouts in Ghana. Dave has continued to maintain 

communication with his partner teachers and students in both Ghana and Colombia. Currently 

Dave is working on completing his National Geographic Teacher Certification and aspires to 

become a Grosvenor Teaching Fellow. In June 2019, he will travel to Japan along with 30 ERHS 

students and 3 other faculty members as school ambassadors. Dave will act as the ERHS teacher 

representative at Atsugi High School where 10 ERHS students will present at the science fair. 

Dave resides in Laurel, Maryland with his wife Patricia and their daughter Gillian. When he is 

not working as a teacher or traveling he competes in obstacle racing. He also volunteers with the 

Washington Icedogs Special Hockey team and the Howard County Special Olympics Swim 

Team. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Workshop: Diplomacy Simulations for the High School Classroom 
 
 

Lauren Krizner Fischer  

Education Program Specialist 

U.S. Department of State 

Diplomacy Center 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Lauren serves as Education Program Specialist for the U.S. Diplomacy Center at the U.S. 

Department of State. She establishes education and outreach goals for the Department’s 

forthcoming museum and education center, and plans curriculum and education resources based 

on the Center’s exhibitions. She designs and implements the Center’s Diplomacy Simulation 

Program, which are available on the Center’s website, including training materials. In addition, 

Lauren produced four education videos highlighting the work of U.S. diplomats under the themes 

of Peace, Prosperity, Democracy and Development. Through Lauren’s leadership, the Center 

reached over 8,000 participants in 2018. She works with collaborating partners, such as The White 

House Historical Association, the National Council for the Social Studies, the World Affairs 

Councils DC, and establishes relationships with educational organizations dedicated to the 

teaching of social studies, history and global education.  

 

Prior to joining the Department Lauren served as Director of Education at The New-York Historical 

Society in New York City where she co-curated two exhibitions, Kid City and $24: The Legendary 

Deal for Manhattan and co-authored The Martyr Patriot: Nathan Hale and Peter Stuyvesant and 

the Origins of New Amsterdam, both written for 5th and 6th grade audience.  Lauren earned her 

Master’s in Museum Education from Bank Street Teachers College in New York City.   

 

Workshop: From Big Bold Ideas to Action: Honing Leadership for 

Global Schools and Districts 
 

Jennifer Manise 

Executive Director 

Longview Foundation for Education in World Affairs and International 

Understanding 

Washington, D.C. 

Twitter: @ LongviewGlobal 

globaled@longviewfdn.org 

 

Jennifer Manise is the Executive Director for the Longview Foundation for World Affairs and 

International Understanding.  

 

Since it was founded by William Breese in 1966, the Longview Foundation has been seeking to 

build a more peaceful, just, & sustainable world by equipping youth with a global perspective and 

understanding of political, social, and environmental issues worldwide.   

 



 

 

Prior to joining the Longview Foundation, Ms. Manise worked at the Council of Chief State School 

Officers as the Director of Program Development and Operations and consultant on strategic 

partnerships, international education, and education accountability and reporting. 

 

 

Ariel Tichnor-Wagner  

Research Assistant Professor  

Boston University 

Boston, Massachusetts   

Twitter: @atichnorwagner  

arieltw@bu.edu, ariel.tichnor-wagner.cons@ascd.org   

 

 

Ariel Tichnor-Wagner, Ph.D., is a Research Assistant Professor in Educational Leadership and 

Policy Studies at Boston University’s Wheelock College of Education and Human Development. 

Most recently, she served as ASCD’s Senior Fellow of Global Competence, where she has 

advocated for, developed, and implemented innovative frameworks, tools, and professional 

learning experiences that support educators in fostering the knowledge, skills, and attitudes 

students need to succeed in a diverse, interconnected world. An educator and researcher who began 

her career as an elementary school teacher in Phoenix, Arizona teaching primarily English 

language learners, she is committed to identifying and leveraging evidence-based policies and 

practices that improve academic and social-emotional outcomes of culturally and linguistically 

diverse students. Her research on global competence and school improvement has appeared in a 

variety of outlets, including Education Week, Educational Administration Quarterly, School 

Administrator, Leadership and Policy in Schools, Journal of Educational Change, Teaching 

Education, Education Policy Analysis Archives, and Educational Policy. 

 

Christopher Huff 

Principal, Waverly Community Schools 

Lansing, Michigan 

Twitter: @WavoPrincipal 

 

 

 

Chris Huff is the Principal at Waverly High School in Lansing, Michigan. Waverly has been 

recognized as having one of the most diverse student bodies in the state, serving just over 1,000 

students. He has served as a teacher, coach, Athletic Director, and Assistant Principal at Waverly 

prior to his current post as Principal. Chris earned his BA at Albion College and MA at Marygrove 

College.  In 2019 Chris was selected for the Fulbright Leaders for Global Schools program to study 

the education system of Finland. This experience, along with the international experiences gained 

by his teaching staff, has helped to solidify Global Learning as the cornerstone of Waverly High 

School's academic culture. 

mailto:arieltw@bu.edu
mailto:ariel.tichnor-wagner.cons@ascd.org


 

 

Workshop: Media Literacy & Critical Thinking 
 

Barbara McCormack 

Vice President, Freedom Forum Institute 

Washington, D.C. 

NewseumED, media literacy 

Twitter: @newseumed 

bmccormack@freedomforum.org 
 

 

Barbara McCormack is vice president of education at the Freedom Forum Institute. McCormack 

leads the team responsible for creating NewseumED: quality, educational resources and programs 

on First Amendment freedoms and media literacy. Through on-site and virtual classes and its 

website, NewseumED reaches 10 million students. 

 

McCormack is a sought-after speaker on media literacy education, navigating the challenges of a 

free press, and facilitating difficult classroom conversations. In 2017, she was invited to provide 

media literacy training for students and adults nationally and internationally, including for the 

Senate Youth Leadership Program, winners of the Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship 

Program Award (Poland), Chautauqua Institution, MisinfoCon (England) and Reuters. She led 

workshops at conferences by the American Alliance of Museums, National Council for the Social 

Studies and National Association of Media Literacy Education. 

 

McCormack works to promote access to literacy resources as a member of the steering committee 

for the North American subchapter of GAPMIL, UNESCO’s effort to promote media and 

information literacy worldwide. She also serves on the board of the SYTA Youth Foundation, 

which helps at-risk students participate in educational travel programs. 

 

McCormack, a former middle and high school teacher, and her team has been recognized by the 

Journalism Education Association, the National Council for the Social Studies, and the Education 

Commission for the States for their contributions to the teaching of history and news and media 

literacy. 

Workshop: Career/Vocational Technical Education 
 
Joelle MW McIntosh, MBA 

Career and Technical Educator 

Ritenour High School 

Saint Louis, Missouri  

Teachers for Global Classrooms, Peru 

Twitter: @JMWM1998 

JoelleMMcIntosh@gmail.com 

 

Joelle McIntosh teaches Career and Technical Education courses at Ritenour High School in St. 

Louis, Missouri.  She serves as a member of Freshman Transition Team, CTE Curriculum 

Revision Team where she played a leadership role in examination, adoption and implementation 

mailto:JoelleMMcIntosh@gmail.com


 

 

of the MBA Research High School of Business TM program which delivers college level content 

through project/problem based lessons. Joelle has presented on the subjects of Project Based 

Learning, Global Education, and CTE at the Midwest Global Teaching Dialogue in January in St. 

Louis, Missouri as well as within her district.  Joelle received both a bachelor’s degree in Business 

Management and Master’s degree in Business Administration, with an emphasis in International 

Business from Webster University in 1996 and 1998. Joelle returned to school in 2004 to earn a 

Business Education Teacher certificate from Lindenwood University. She has recently applied for 

her Doctorate in Curriculum and Instruction with St. Louis University and eagerly awaits their 

decision.  Outside of the classroom Joelle plays an active role in her community by supporting 

youth in programs like AIM High St. Louis, INROADS St. Louis, NFTE (Network for Teaching 

Entrepreneurship) and People to People. During the 2017-2018 school year, Joelle participated in 

the Fulbright (formerly IREX) Teacher’s for Global Classrooms fellowship traveling to Peru 

where she grew personally and professionally intimately learning about importance of global 

relations and education to students everywhere. 

 

Joelle MW McIntosh is a native St. Louisan. She is married with two daughters. Her hobbies 

include travel, cooking, crafting and mentoring young business leaders. Joelle believes her mission 

is to inspire, improve, and empower young people to create lives of success and purpose. 

 

Ashley Holden 

Animal Science Teacher and Department Head 

Smith Vocational & Agricultural High School 

Northampton, Massachusetts 

Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Program, Netherlands 

Twitter: @msHolden 

ashley.m.holden@gmail.com 

 

About to start her tenth year as an agricultural educator, Ashley is currently an animal science 

teacher and department leader at Smith Vocational & Agricultural High School in Northampton, 

Massachusetts. As a vocational educator, Ashley works with 11th and 12th grade students 

preparing for careers and higher education in animal agriculture. She also manages the school’s 

cattle herds and sheep flocks, leads the school’s 4-H Club and assists with supervising FFA 

activities for students. In 2015, Ashley earned her M.Ed. in School Building Leadership from 

Columbia Teacher’s College Summer Principal’s Academy. Ashley continuously strives to find 

the best way to bring meaningful development to Career and Technical Education in her school. 

In 2018, Ashley earned a Fulbright Distinguished Award in Teaching and traveled to The 

Netherlands to learn about how the Dutch train students for jobs and careers in the agriculture 

industry. Outside of her role as a vocational/CTE teacher, Ashley spends her free time working 

with her brother on the family farm, raising beef cattle and hogs. 
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Graphic Notes: 
 

Wendi Pillars  

Educator, Visual Practitioner, Brainchanger :) 

Jordan-Matthews HS 

Siler City, North Carolina  

Teachers for Global Classrooms, Philippines 

Twitter: @wendi322 

wendian06@gmail.com 

 

 

Wendi Pillars, NBCT and US Army veteran, has been teaching Language Learners for 20+ 

years, K-12, stateside and overseas, in both military and civilian contexts. She believes language 

is the most powerful tool of diplomacy and wishes all students had the opportunity to become 

multilingual. A long-time advocate for Teacher Leadership, global thinking, and environmental 

sustainability, Wendi is part of the National Geographic Teacher Advisory Council and leader 

with the Center for Teaching Quality family. She is a 2018 PolarTREC Research Fellow, 2017 

Grosvenor Teacher Fellow, and 2016 Teacher for Global Classrooms Fellow. She is the author of 

Visual Notetaking for Educators and is a regular contributor to EdWeek and other publications, 

and channels her myriad experiences as a speaker and workshop presenter. Above all, she is 

someone who simply loves learning for the sake of learning while helping others express their 

own understanding in more visual ways. Find her at the ball field with her son Ian, or on Twitter 

@wendi322. 

 


