
Cultural preservation offers an opportunity 
to show a different American face to other 
countries, one that is non-commercial, non-
political, and non-military. By taking a leading 
role in efforts to preserve cultural heritage, 
we show our respect for other cultures.”
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U.S. support for cultural heritage projects overseas 
through the U.S. Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation 
yields many positive and lasting benefits.  Such support 
contributes towards post-disaster and post-conflict 
recovery efforts in some of the world’s most desperate 
communities. It satisfies U.S. treaty and other bilateral 
obligations and creates opportunities for economic 
development where long-term high unemployment and 
extreme poverty are the norm. In strife-ridden states 
especially, it counters extremist interpretations of U.S. 
interests and demonstrates American values in action.

In 2017, the Ambassadors Fund awarded grants for 33 new 
projects to preserve cultural objects and sites in Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Bolivia, Burma, Cambodia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
Egypt, Haiti, India, Jerusalem, Jordan, Lebanon, Mexico, 
Moldova, Morocco, Nepal, Nicaragua, Peru, Philippines, Saint 
Kitts and Nevis, Sierra Leone, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Thailand, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Zambia. It supported seven 
new projects to preserve endangered musical traditions 
and other intangible heritage in Iraq, Laos, Nigeria, Senegal, 
Solomon Islands, South Africa, and Turkey.

Through the Ambassadors Fund, the United States 
demonstrates American leadership in the preservation of 
cultural heritage around the world and shows our respect 
for other cultures.
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IRAQ Documentation of the Ancient 
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Preservation of the Ancient Cultural Heritage of the 
Ethnic Lebou in Senegal
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