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SINCE 2001, THE U.S. AMBASSADORS FUND FOR CULTURAL PRESERVATION
has supported more than 750 projects to preserve cultural heritage in over 120 countries. This
achievement represents a major contribution to the preservation of cultural heritage worldwide

and demonstrates the depth of America’s respect for the cultural heritage of other countries.

In 2012, U.S. ambassadors to more than 91 countries applied to the Ambassadors Fund for sup-
port in meeting pressing cultural heritage preservation needs. Among the projects supported
in 2012 were the documentation of the 19th-century Wangduechhoeling Palace in Bhutan,
the preservation of 12th-century royal tombs on the island of Tonga, and the conservation of
the ruins of the 11th-century Church of St. Todor in Boboshevo, Bulgaria. Also in 2012, the
Ambassadors Fund awarded six grants for large-scale projects in Ethiopia, Laos, Libya, Mexico,

Nepal, and Turkmenistan.

By supporting the preservation of cultural heritage, the Ambassadors Fund helps extend its
value as a vital and defining element of communities and nations and ensures its continued

enjoyment and relevance both today and for generations to come.
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UGANDA 20th-century paintings at
Makerere University

MISSION

Established at the request of the 106th
Congress of the United States (Public
Law 106-553) and administered by the
Cultural Heritage Center in the Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs at
the U.S. Department of State, the U.S.
Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preser-
vation supports the preservation of
sites, objects, and forms of traditional
cultural expression in more than 120
countries around the world.

Projects supported through the fund
include the restoration of historic build-
ings, assessment and conservation of
rare manuscripts and other objects,
protection of ancient archaeological
sites, and the documentation of tradi-
tional craft techniques and languages
on the verge of extinction.

The U.S. Congress noted that “Cultural
preservation offers an opportunity to
show a different American face to other
countries, one that is non-commercial,
non-political, and non-military. By tak-
ing a leading role in efforts to preserve
cultural heritage, we show our respect
for other cultures by protecting their
traditions.”

BOLIVIA Colonial Period chapels in
the Altiplano

NOTRE MISSION

Etabli & la demande de la 106éme
Congrés des Etats-Unis (Loi Publique
106-553) et administré par le Centre du
patrimoine culturel dans le Bureau des
affaires éducatives et culturelles du
Département d'Etat américain, le Fonds
des Ambassadeurs des Etats-Unis pour
la conservation du Patrimoine Culturel
soutient la conservation des sites, des
objets, et des formes d'expression cul-
turelle traditionnelle dans plus de 120
pays a travers le monde.

Les projets soutenus par le fonds com-
prennent la restauration de batiments
historiques, |"évaluation et la conserva-
tion des manuscrits rares et d'autres
objets, la protection des sites archéolo-
giques anciens, et la documentation
des techniques artisanales tradition-
nelles et les langues sur le bord de
|'extinction.

Le Congrés des Etats-Unis a noté que
«la préservation culturelle offre l'occa-
sion de montrer un visage américain
différent a d'autres pays, I'un qui est
non-commerciale, non-politique, et non-

militaire. En jouant un réle de premier
plan dans les efforts visant a préserver
le patrimoine culturel, nous montrons
notre respect pour les autres cultures en
protégeant leurs traditions. ”

LAOS wat Xieng Thong in Luang Prabang

NUESTRA MISION

Creado a peticion de la 106a Congreso
de los Estados Unidos (Ley Publica
106-553) y administrado por el Centro
de Patrimonio Cultural de la Oficina de
Asuntos Educativos y Culturales del
Departamento de Estado de EE.UU,, el
Fondo de los Embajadores de los
Estados Unidos para la Conservacion
de Patri-monio Cultural apoya la con-
servacion de los sitios, objetos, y for-
mas de expresion cultural tradicional en
mas de 120 paises de todo el mundo.

Los proyectos apoyados por el Fondo
incluyen la restauracion de edificios
historicos, evaluacion y conservacion de
manuscritos raros y otros objetos, la
proteccion de los antiguos sitios arque-
oldgicos, y la documentacion de las
técnicas y lenguajes de artesania tradi-
cional en el borde de la extincion.

El Congreso de los Estados Unidos
sefiald que “La preservacion cultural
ofrece una oportunidad para mostrar
una cara diferente de América a otros
paises, que no es comercial, no politica
y no militar. Al tomar un papel de lider-
azgo en los esfuerzos para preservar el
patrimonio cultural, mostramos nuestro
respeto por otras culturas mediante la
proteccion de sus tradiciones .”

Hawa mnccua

Co3pgaHa no npocbbe 106-n KoHrpecc
CoepuHeHHbix LWTaTtoB Amepuku (Public
Law 106-553) »n agMuHucTpupyetca
LleHTpom Hacnegma KynbTypbl B biopo
obpasoBaTeNibHbIX U KYNbTYPHbIX Aen B
l[ocypapctBeHHOM penapTameHTe CLUA,
®oHpga nocnos CLWA no coxpaHeHuio 13
KybTYpPHOro Hacnegusa nopaaep»kueaet
COXpaHeHne 06bEKTOB, NPeAMETOB 1 GopM
TPaANLNOHHOIO KyNbTYPHOrO BblpaKeHnsA
B 6onee uem 120 cTpaHax Mo BCeMy MUPY.

MpoekTbl, nNoaAepXnBaembie yvepes
¢doHp BKNoYaeT B cebA BOCCTaHOBJieHME
NCTOPUYECKMX 3[aHWUINA, OUEHKY W
COXpPaHEeHMe pefKnX pyKonucen n apyrux
06beKTOoB, COXPaHeHVA 1 3aLUTbl JPEBHNUX
apXxeofiormMyecknx  MNamATHUKOB, U
[OKYMEHTauuMo, TPaanLNOHHbIX METOA0B

pemecna N A3blKOB Ha r'PaH BbIMNPaHNA.

KoHrpecc CoepunHeHHbix LTaToB oTmeTnn,
yto “CoxpaHeHume KynbTypbl paeT
Apyryto
aMepUKaHCKYI0 NULO B APYrux CTpaHax,

BO3MO>HOCTb nokasatb
TOT, KOTOPbIN ABNSAETCA HEKOMMEPYECKOWA,
HEeNnoNUTUYECKOW, U He  BOEHHbIe.
MpuHYMas Ha ceba Bepywyl ponb B
YCUNINAX MO COXPAHEHWIO KYNbTYPHOTO
Hacneaus, Mbl MOKa3blBaeM Halle YBaXXeHune
K APYrUM KynbTypam, 3aljuiias CBOu

Tpaguuun. “

EGYPT 3rd-century BC objects at Karanis

INDIA 18th-century Balaji Ghat in Varanasi
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ABOUT THE CULTURAL
HERITAGE CENTER

The Cultural Heritage Center supports
the foreign affairs functions of the U.S.
Department of State that relate to the
preservation of cultural heritage in all
regions of the world. In addition to the
Ambassadors Fund, the Center admin-
isters U.S. responsibilities relating to
the 1970 UNESCO Convention to reduce
pillage and illicit trafficking in cultural
property and oversees special projects.

KOSOVO 16th-century hamam in Vushtrri




Wall painting at Gelati Monastery
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SCOTT H. DELISI, U.S. Ambassador to Uganda

BURKINA FASO: Documentation and stabilization of the 15th-century Royal Court
at Tiébélé. The court remains central to the civic and spiritual lives of the Kassena people and
contains the region’s finest examples of decorated earthen architecture. This project address-

es serious flood damage and includes the development of a sustainable preservation plan.

BURUNDI: Preventive conservation of the pre-colonial ethnographic collections of the
National Musée Vivant in Bujumbura. The museum'’s fragile objects, made from bark and other
organic materials, are stored in unprotected locations and exposed to environmental and other
hazards. This project includes a conservation needs assessment and the outfitting of appropri-

ate display and storage spaces.

CAMEROON : Documentation and conservation of the remaining walls and pillars of
the 18th-century slave port of Bimbia. Between 1750 and 1840, 140,000 slaves passed through
Bimbia's market, making it the largest coastal slaving post in Central Africa. This project in-

cludes the cataloging and display of objects uncovered at the site.

ETHIOPIA: Preservation of Biet Gabriel Rafael, a 12th-century rock-hewn church at the
UNESCO World Heritage site of Lalibela. One of 11 such churches at the site carved from
solid rock, Biet Gabriel Rafael is at risk of irreversible damage. This project involves a suite of
non-invasive interventions to repair the most serious structural weaknesses, waterproof where

necessary, and repair the damage to the stone surfaces.



“WITH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES NOW WELL INTO THEIR SECOND
CENTURY, THE KINDS OF ACTIVITY THAT THIS GRANT MAKES POSSIBLE ARE ONE MORE WAY TO
BUILD BRIDGES BETWEEN OUR PEOPLE; IN HELPING TO PRESERVE FOR FUTURE APPRECIATION

THIS TREASURE OF ETHIOPIA'S UNIQUE MEDIEVAL CULTURAL HERITAGE, WE ARE ALSO DEEPEN-

ING THE TIES THAT CONNECT US.” PATRICIA M. HASLACH, U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia

GUINEA Niani ethnographic objects

G UINEA": Preservation of Niani ethnographic ob-
jects at the National Museum of Guinea. The 4,000
objects in the collection lack an appropriate storage
environment, and the exhibition space is in a poor state
due to water, insect, and environmental damage. This
project involves the cleaning and consolidation of arti-

facts and repairs to the building and exhibition spaces.

N|GERIA: Preservation and protection of historic
ethnographic objects of the Igbo people and others in
the National Museum of Unity in Enugu. The museum'’s
collection of pottery, tools, costumes, and other objects
are susceptible to deterioration from exposure to rodents
and other threats. This project involves the installation

of secure and environmentally suitable display cases.

SOUTH AFRICA: Preservationofthe19th-and
early 20th-century archives of Inanda Seminary. Estab-
lished in 1869 as a boarding school for black girls, Inanda
was the only school not forced to adopt South Africa’s

restrictive Apartheid-era Bantu education policy. This

project focuses on the preventive conservation of docu-
ments and complements efforts underway to restore

the historic seminary buildings.
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TANZANIA 19th-century Bwanga House in Pangani

TANZANIA: Restoration of Bwanga House, a 19th-century Indian shop house in
Pangani notable for its distinctive architecture. Though the original structure remains largely
intact, it is deteriorating rapidly. This project involves training for local craftsmen in tradi-
tional building techniques, restoration of the shop house, and the outfitting of a display space

for traditional crafts.

UG AND A : Preventive conservation of 20th-century paintings at Makarere University
in Kampala. This important collection represents the best of modern art production in East

Africa, and many of the works require urgent cleaning and restoration. The project includes

the compilation of a collection inventory and museum database, and the outfitting of

SOUTH AFRICA Historic records at Inanda Seminary proper storage and display spaces.

“WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT THE U.S. HAS REMAINED WITH US FOR OVER 140 YEARS OF OUR /Z AMBI A : Preservationand protectionofthevisualartscollectionatthe LusakaNational
Museum. The collection, which includes objects from the pre-colonial, colonial, and post-
EXISTENCE. OUR SCHOOL HAS PRODUCED A NUMBER OF RESPECTED WOMEN LEADERS colonial periods, is vulnerable to damage and deterioration from exposure and insect infes-

tation. This project includes the documentation of the collection and creation of a suitable

AND WE DON'T WANT TO LOSE THAT LEGACY.” PRINCIPAL JUDY TATE, Inanda Seminary School

and secure storage environment for the objects.



ANTIGUA 17th

-century windmill at Betty's Hope Plantation
- -

DR. REGINALD MURPHY, Chairman, Betty's Hope Project

ANTIGUA & BARBUD A: Restoration of a 17th-century windmill at Betty's Hope
Plantation, a former sugar plantation and one of Antigua’s most important cultural heritage
tourism sites. This project involves the engagement of local millwrights and stone masons to

carry out this specialized work.

BELIZE: Conservation of several ruined structures at Santa Rita Archaeological Site,
the original location of the Pre-Columbian Maya city of Chetumal. Exposure to the elements,
vandalism, and other threats are impacting the ancient structures of Chetumal. This project
includes site preparation activities, conservation work, and site protection measures to safe-

guard the integrity of the site.

BOLIVIA: Conservation of five 17th-and 18th-century colonial chapels in Curahuara de
Carangas. Preserved entirely by local communities, these rural chapels are in serious danger
of collapse as straw roofs, plaster, and lime-based paint deteriorate. This project involves the

restoration of the chapels to their original condition using traditional materials and local labor.

BRAZIL: Preservation of 18th- and 19th-century objects at the History and Geography
Institute of Para. This project involves the cleaning and examination of objects, as well as the

conservation of several objects for display at the Institute.



16

S e el s T PN g U i it B P L i o R — -5 R i |

BOLIVIA Colonial Period chapels in the Altiplano
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FATHER GABRIEL ANTEQUERA, Curahuara de Carangas Parish, Bolivia
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MEXICO 16th-century Father Tembleque Aqueduct

COLOMBIA: Documentation of a mid-18th-century gilt wood altarpiece in the cathe-
dral of Ocafa in northeastern Colombia. Deterioration of the altarpiece has rendered it struc-
turally unstable. This project includes materials and structural analyses and the emergency
stabilization of the most fragile sections of the monumental altarpiece in preparation for its

eventual restoration.

GUATEM A L A Conservation of the 3rd-century Maya archaeological site of Kaminaljuyu,
one of the few sites with exposed adobe buildings in Mesoamerica. Heavy rains have affected
the clay structures, causing roof collapses, structural damage, and wood rot. The project involves
physical conservation work and the implementation of preventive conservation measures for

the site.

M E X1 C O : Preservation of the Tembleque (Zempoala) aqueduct in central Mexico, the most

important work of hydraulic engineering built in the 16th century in the Americas. This second
phase of the project involves the restoration of the monumental Tepeyahualco arcade and

associated hydrological structures.




NICARAGUA: Remedial preservation of the

San Francisco Church in Leon, one of the five chapels
of the 17th-century cathedral and the site of an impor-
tant collection of sacred art and colonial furniture. The
church roof is in critical condition, endangering the
structure and its contents. The project involves remedial
repairs to the roof and the restoration of the church’s

unique baroque ceiling.

P ERU: Preventive conservation of ancient Paracas
textiles, archaeological objects, and other Pre-Hispanic
Andean objects from 800 to 100 BC. Paracas textiles
are among the finest in the world and renowned for
their technigue and iconography. This project includes
the photo documentation and registration of objects and
the conservation of a small number of textiles deemed

at greatest risk of deterioration.

SURINAME": Restoration of the 18th-century
commander’s residence at Fort New Amsterdam Historic
Site, a rare remnant of Dutch mercantile and military
dominance in the 17th and 18th centuries in the Western
Hemisphere. This project addresses serious deteriora-

tion of decorative and structural elements of the building.

URUGUAY: Preventive conservation of the col-
lections of the National General Archives in Montevideo.
The archive’s holdings, which include the records of the
National Historical Museum, areatriskofdamageand dete-
rioration from a variety of factors. This project involves
the construction of an airtight conservation chamber to

preserve the archive’'s most important objects.

left and right: PERU Ancient objects at the Julio César Tello Paracasi§ite Museum

-

-
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“THE DOCUMENTARY WILL BE

A GIFT TO FUTURE GENERATIONS
OF SAMOANS, INCLUDING SOME
WHO MAY WISH TO TAKE UP

THE CRAFTS THEMSELVES.”

DAVID HUEBNER, U.S. Ambassador to

New Zealand and Samoa

CAMBODIA: Documentation of 9th-15th-century Khmer antiquities and establish-
ment of a comprehensive inventory of known artifacts in Cambodia. Looters are destroying
Cambodia’s cultural heritage, targeting archaeological sites, temples, and museum collections.

This project involves the development of a centralized national register of antiquities.

CHINA: Preservation of more than 2,000 manuscripts of 15 Chinese ethnic minorities at
Minzu University in Beijing. Folk culture and ethnic minority traditions are fading rapidly, and
many languages are endangered. This project involves the conservation and proper storage of
ancient and historic manuscripts and the preservation of the written language and ethnic tradi-

tions they document.

L AOS: Conservation of Wat Xieng Thong, the coronation temple of Lao kings from the
mid-16th century until the dissolution of the monarchy in the 1970s, in the World Heritage city
of Luang Prabang. This third phase of the project involves the conservation of architectural

surfaces of the main temple and the preservation of supporting structures within the complex.

MALAYSI|A: Documentation of the Wayang Kulit Siam of Kelantan, an uninterrupted
40-day shadow play of the Kelantan version of the Ramayana epic. Wayang Kulit Siam was
banned in Kelentan in 1991, an action that adversely affected the generational transmission of
the tradition and the number of trained performers. This project includes performance work-

shops and training programs for youth.

23
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MALAYSIA Wayang Kulit Siam of Kelantan

THE WAYANG KULIT SIAM OF

KELANTAN REMAINS ONE OF

THE MOST DISTINGUISHABLE

ARTISTIC TRADITIONS OF THE

MALAY PENINSULA, AND IS ONE

OF THE PRINCIPAL EXAMPLES

OF THE UNIQUE SHADOW PLAY

TRADITIONS OF SOUTH EAST

ASIA. IT ENCAPSULATES A

TRADITIONAL WORLDVIEW OF

THE MALAY PEOPLES AND

OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO MALAY

HISTORY AND CULTURE, NOW

INCREASINGLY ECLIPSED AS A

RESULT OF CONTEMPORARY

CULTURAL PRESSURES.

TEFENES
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LAOS: 16th-century Wat Xieng Theng in Luang Prabang

MONGOLIA: Restoration of fire-damaged paintings in the Mongolian National Modern
Art Gallery in Ulaanbaatar. Seventy percent of the museum'’s collection was either destroyed
or damaged by fire in May 2009. This second phase of the project involves the conservation of

approximately 375 damaged but salvageable paintings.

SAMO A: Documentation of the Samoan traditional craft of ‘afa, also known as coconut
sinnet or coir. Use of ‘afa permeates Samoan culture, from personal adornment and architec-
ture to hunting and fishing, yet the craft is on the verge of extinction. The project includes the

documentation of the making and use of ‘afa and a series of instructional craft workshops.

27
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THAILAND 17th-century Wat Chaiwatthanaram in Ayutthaya
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THAILAND: Documentation and assessment of the 17th-
century Wat Chaiwatthanaram at the World Heritage site of Ayutthaya.
Severe monsoon flooding in 2011 damaged brickwork, stucco, woodwork

and mural paintings at this popular tourist site. The project involves

S. Secretary of State - R . ! o - T - . . . . - .
: : i o N surveys of the site, including laser scanning and digital mapping, and

field tests of conservation techniques.
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TONGA 12th-century royal tombs
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TIMOR-LESTE: Documentation of endan-

gered cultural heritage of the Fataluku, an ethnic group
in Lospalos. Dislocation and external social and econ-
mic pressures have interfered with the transmission of
traditional music, dance, and other cultural expressions
to younger generations. The project focuses on the doc-
umentation of specific cultural traditions as the first

phase of a larger preservation effort.

TONGA: Preservation of the 12th-century royal

tombs of Tonga in Lapaha. The tombs are the most im-

portant monuments in the Kingdom of Tonga and ritual
sites for more than 500 years. This project involves the
stabilization of each tomb and the development of a

sustainable management plan for the site.
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BULGARIA 11th-century Church of St. Todor

JAMES WARLICK, U.S. Ambassador to Bulgaria

ALBANIA: Preventive conservation of the archaeological collection at the Center of
Albanian Studies in Tirana. This extensive collection of objects from more than 80 years of
archaeological investigations in Albania is housed in a building lacking proper environmental
controls or security. This project includes work on the building infrastructure and the develop-

ment of a conservation plan.

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVIN A : Restoration of a late 16th-century stone bridge
over the Zepa River in Rogatica. The work of a highly skilled master builder, the bridge func-
tioned well for centuries, but cracks in the bridge masonry have severely impacted the bridge's
structural integrity. This project involves the restoration of bridge and the development of a

conservation management plan.

BULGARIA: Conservation of the ruins of the 11th-century Church of St. Todor, a rare
surviving monument of the First Bulgarian Empire (681-1018). This project involves the com-
prehensive documentation of the site, construction of a new protective cover, and the develop-

ment of a site conservation plan.
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GEORGIA Fresco painting at Gelati Monastery

GEORGIA: Conservation of 13th-18th-century frescoes in the St. Marine Chapel at the
Church of the Virgin at Gelati Monastery, a World Heritage site. Heavy rains in 2011 severely
damaged the church and adjacent chapel, where frescoes have become detached from the
plaster and are in immediate danger of being lost. The project includes the stabilization of the

frescoes to halt further deterioration.

KOSOVO

KO SOVO: Restoration of a 16th-century Ottoman hamam, one of the few surviving his-
toric structures in the city of Vushtrri. Used for centuries as a public bath, the hamam currently

sits vacant in an area undergoing rapid redevelopment. This project involves the restoration of

the building exterior and interior.
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MACEDONIA 17th-century lodge of St. Archangeli

MACEDONIA: Adaptation of the 17th-century lodge at the St. Archangeli Monastery
in Skopje for modern use. The lodge at the monastery is one of the oldest of its kind in the
Balkans, and exposure to the harsh climate has compromised the wood and masonry structure.

The project includes the restoration of the exterior and conservation of historic interior features.
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ROMANIA Former Hinech Neorim Orthodox Synagogue

ROMANIA: Adaptation of the former Hinech Neorim Orthodox Synagogue in Oradea
for reuse as a Jewish heritage museum. Built in the early 20th century, the former synagogue
is one of the few remaining in Oradea, once the home to a flourishing Jewish community. The

project involves the restoration of the building facades, roof, and interior.




ALGERIA Ancient coin collection at the Cirta Museum

HENRY S. ENSHER, U.S. Ambassador to Algeria

ALGERIA: Documentation of the ancient coin collection at the Cirta Museum in
Constantine. The collection of 19,000 coins spanning 20 centuries is uncatalogued, and muse-
um staff lack training in cleaning and caring for coins. The project focuses on the conservation
of the collection under the direction of a conservation expert and cataloging and conservation

training for the museum staff.

EGYPT: Preservation of objects from the Greco-Roman city of Karanis (present-day
Kom Aushim) in the Fayyum Oasis. Established in the 3rd century BC for Greek mercenaries,
Karanis faded into oblivion soon after its abandonment in the early 5th century. This project
involves the preventive conservation of objects and the development of a management plan

for the site.

LIBYA: Assessmentand emergency stabilization of the ruins of the extramural Sanctuary
of Demeter and Persephone at the Greco-Roman site of Cyrene in eastern Libya. In use for
more than 800 years until destroyed by earthquakes in the 3rd and 4th centuries, the sanctuary
is vulnerable to urban encroachment and other threats. This project includes a comprehensive

survey in preparation for the site’s conservation.
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“THE UNITED STATES IS COMMITTED TO ITS LONG STANDING PARTNER-

SHIP WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT AND WE ARE HONORED TO

CONTRIBUTE TO THE PRESERVATION AND CONSERVATION OF EGYPT'S

RICH HISTORY AND HERITAGE.” DAvIDJRANZ, Acting Deputy U.S. Ambassador to Egypt

EGYPE 3rd~'__de'ntdry BC objects at Karanis
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“ONE DAY THE OIL WILL RUN OUT,
BUT IF YOU PRESERVE YOUR
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND
HISTORICAL BUILDINGS, YOU WILL
HELP GENERATIONS TO COME.”

ADEL AL-TURKI, Libyan Department of Antiquities

LIBYA Leptis Magna archaeological site in Tripolitania

LI BYA: Documentation and assessment of Greco-Roman and other archaeological sites in
the Tripolitania region of western Libya. This project complements similar work in eastern Libya

to map, document, and assess culturally important archaeological sites in the country.

LIBYA: Documentation and assessment of Greco-Roman and other archaeological sites
in the Cyrenaica region of eastern Libya. This project continues work begun under previous
Ambassadors Fund grants and complements work underway in western Libya to map, docu-

ment, and assess culturally important archaeological sites in the country.

MOROCCO: Documentation of 18th-century Muslim, Christian, and Jewish cemeteries
in Essaouira, a World Heritage site and an area representative of the inclusive aspects of
Moroccan culture. Many of the tombs are being lost to erosion. This project includes conser-
vation training, sustainable plantings, and promotion of local investment in the sustainable

maintenance of the cemeteries.
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SRI LANKA Ancient Buddhist objects at the Department of Archaeology
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MICHELE SISON, U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka

BHUTAN: Documentation of the 19th-century Wangduechhoeling Palace in Bumthang,
the original seat of power of the ruling dynasty of Bhutan and an exemplar of traditional
Bhutanese architecture and craftsmanship. This project involves an architectural conservation
assessment, emergency interventions, and other activities in preparation for a comprehensive

restoration of the building.

[ N'D | A: Documentation of the 18th-century Balaji Ghat, the only pavilion serving multiple
faiths on the banks of the Ganges River in Varanasi. A partial collapse of the building’'s wooden
upper stories in 1999 rendered it unsafe and unusable. The project involves assessment, photo

documentation, archival research, and other activities in preparation for the building's restoration.

MALDIVES: Preventive conservation of the collection of ancient and other objects in
the Department of Heritage in Malé. The varied collection contains Buddhist, Hindu, and Islamic
ethnographic objects in fabric, paper, wood, and other materials. This project includes physi-

cal improvements to the collections storage areas and conservation training for museum staff.

47



“VARANASI IS THE SPIRITUAL CENTER FOR HINDUISM AND HAS IMMENSE SACRED
VALUE FOR HINDUS. THE CITY DRAWS NOT ONLY PILGRIMS, BUT ALSO TOURISTS

FROM ACROSS THE WORLD.” WORLD MONUMENTS FUND
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N E PAL: Restoration of the Patan Royal Palace, one of South Asia’s most intact historic
urban royal ensembles. Major earthquakes in 1833 and 1934 and decades of neglect and disuse
have left their mark on the palace, most of which dates from the 17th and 18th centuries. Phase

two of this project involves the restoration of the late 18th-century Bahadur Shah palace wing.

N EPAL: Documentation of the 17th-century Kartik Nach, a month-long dance performance
associated with the Patan Royal Palace. The dance showcases Nepal’s ethnic diversity, yet has
been in decline over the past 60 years. This project includes the comprehensive documentation

of the Kartik Nach and the transmission of the tradition through training workshops.

| WAS TOUCHED WHEN

| SAT THROUGH THE

PERFORMANCE AND

WATCHED HUNDREDS

OF YOUNG NEPALIS

PROUD OF A REVIVAL

OF A NEARLY-LOST

PART OF THEIR HERI-

TAGE. IF WE CAN HELP

DO THAT, WE'VE DONE

SOMETHING SPECIAL.”

PETER BODDE, U.S. Ambassador

to Nepal




SRI LANKA Ancient Buddhist objects at the Department of Archaeology

e

Conservation of ancient and
medieval materials in the Department of Archaeology
of Sri Lanka in Colombo. The Department'’s vast col-
lections of metal, stone, and other objects pose chal-
lengesin acountry with few trained conservators. The
project includes a collection needs assessment, con-
servation facility upgrades, and training workshops

for department staff.
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TURKMENISTAN 6th-century Greater and Lesser Gyz Galas

TURKMENISTAN: Preservation of early folk music recordings at the
National Conservatory of Turkmenistan. Tape and vinyl recordings of traditional Turk-
men styles and genres of music are nearing the point of irreversible decay. This project
involves the stabilization and preservation of these original formats and the digitization

of the recordings for dissemination and use.

TURKMENISTAN: Preservation of the Dayahatyn caravanserai of the Silk
Road, the last remaining structure of its kind in Central Asia. The 12th-century baked
brick structure has deteriorated to the point of near-collapse. This project involves the
comprehensive documentation and stabilization of the site and the restoration of walls

and other damaged portions of the structure.

TURKMENISTAN: Conservation of the Greater and Lesser Gyz Galas, two
monumental mud brick fortresses from the late Sassanid and early Islamic periods
(6th-8th centuries) at ancient Merv. Renowned for their tapering “corrugated” colum-
nar walls, the two fortresses are highly susceptible to erosion. Phase two of this project

includes conservation and the implementation of a long-term maintenance program.
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Alliance for Ecotourism,

Asociacion Tikal,

Association for the Urban Development of
Islamic Cairo,

Australian National University,

Betty’'s Hope Trust,

Bhutan Foundation,

Bulgarian National Committee of ICOMOS,
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Cultural Heritage without Borders,
Department of Archaeology,

Department of Heritage,

Department of World Heritage Luang
Prabang,

Diocese of Ocana, Parish of the Cathedral of
Santa Ana,

Fondo Nacional para la Cultura y las Artes
(FONCA),

Georgian Arts and Culture Center (GACC),
High Atlas Foundation,
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Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage (INTACH),

Institute of Archaeology, National Institute of
Culture and History,

Institute of Heritage Conservation and
Restoration, Makerere University,
Jewish Community of Oradea,
Kathmandu Valley Preservation Trust,
Lusaka National Museum,

Many Hands International,

Ministry of Culture and Tourism,
Ministry of Culture,

Ministry of Fine Arts,

Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture,
Mongolian National Modern Art Gallery,
National Conservatory of Turkmenistan,

National Department of Protection, Research and
Restoration of Historical and Cultural Monuments
in Turkmenistan,

National General Archives of Uruguay,

National Institution for the Protection of
Monuments,

National Museum of Cirta,

National Museum of Guinea,

National Museum of Unity in Enugu,

Oberlin College,

Projet Route des Chefferies,

PUSAKA,

Santiago de Curahuara de Carangas Parish,

Fort New Amsterdam Open Air Museum Trust
(SOFNA),

Tiapapata Art Centre,

UZIKWASA,

World Monuments Fund,
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