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THE U.S.
AMBASSADORS
FUND FOR
CULTURAL
PRESERVATION

11th-century sculpture

at the Varendra Research Museum



"CULTURAL HERITAGE PRESERVATION OFFERS US AN OPPORTUNITY
TO ENGAGE GLOBALLY ON AN ISSUE THAT MATTERS TO MANY
PEOPLE ON MANY DIFFERENT LEVELS... ALL OF US CAN APPRE-
CIATE THE VALUE OF CULTURAL HERITAGE PRESERVATION AS A

MESSAGE OF TOLERANCE, RESPECT FOR DIVERSITY, AND PEACE.”

EVAN RYAN, Assistant Secretary for Educational and Cultural Affairs

SINCE 2001, THE U.S. AMBASSADORS FUND FOR CULTURAL PRESERVATION
has supported more than 800 projects to preserve cultural heritage in over 120 countries.
This achievement represents a major contribution to the preservation of cultural heritage

worldwide and demonstrates America's respect for the cultural heritage of other countries.

In 2013, U.S. ambassadors to more than 80 countries applied to the Ambassadors Fund for
support in meeting pressing cultural heritage preservation needs. Among the projects sup-
ported in 2013 were the conservation of historical collections at the Nelson Mandela Centre
of Memory in South Africa, the restoration and adaptive reuse of a historic watch tower in
Yemen, and the restoration of a 7th-century wall painting in Uzbekistan. Also in 2013, the
Ambassadors Fund awarded grants for large-scale projects in Armenia, Burma, Cambodia,

El Salvador, Georgia, Laos, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.

By supporting the preservation of cultural heritage, the Ambassadors Fund helps extend its
value as a vital and defining element of communities and nations and ensures its continued

enjoyment and relevance both today and for generations to come.



ARMENIA 10th-century Dashtadem Fortress -




BOTSWANA: Leather object in the

National Museum

MISSION

Established at the request of the 106th
Congress of the United States (Public
Law 106-553) and administered by the
Cultural Heritage Center in the Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs at
the U.S. Department of State, the U.S.
Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preser-
vation supports the preservation of
sites, objects, and forms of traditional
cultural expression in more than 120
countries around the world.

Projects supported through the fund
include the restoration of historic build-
ings, assessment and conservation of
rare manuscripts and other objects,
protection of ancient archaeological
sites, and the documentation of tradi-
tional craft techniques and languages
on the verge of extinction.

The U.S. Congress noted that “Cultural
preservation offers an opportunity to
show a different American face to other
countries, one that is non-commercial,
non-political, and non-military. By tak-
ing a leading role in efforts to preserve
cultural heritage, we show our respect
for other cultures by protecting their
traditions.”

BOLIVIA: Santa Teresa Church and
Convent in Cochabamba

NOTRE MISSION

Etabli & la demande de la 106éme
Congrés des Etats-Unis (Loi Publique
106-553) et administré par le Centre du
patrimoine culturel dans le Bureau des
affaires éducatives et culturelles du
Département d’Etat américain, le Fonds
des Ambassadeurs des Etats-Unis pour
la conservation du Patrimoine Culturel
soutient la conservation des sites, des
objets, et des formes d'expression cul-
turelle traditionnelle dans plus de 120
pays a travers le monde.

Les projets soutenus par le fonds com-
prennent la restauration de batiments
historiques, |"évaluation et la conserva-
tion des manuscrits rares et d'autres
objets, la protection des sites archéolo-
giques anciens, et la documentation
des techniques artisanales tradition-
nelles et les langues sur le bord de
|'extinction.

Le Congrés des Etats-Unis a noté que
«la préservation culturelle offre I'occa-
sion de montrer un visage américain
différent a d'autres pays, I'un qui est
non-commerciale, non-politique, et non-
militaire. En jouant un réle de premier
plan dans les efforts visant a préserver
le patrimoine culturel, nous montrons

notre respect pour les autres cultures en
protégeant leurs traditions. »

BANGLADESH: 20th-century

Varendra Research Museum

NUESTRA MISION

Creado a peticion de la 106a Congreso
de los Estados Unidos (Ley Publica
106-553) y administrado por el Centro
de Patrimonio Cultural de la Oficina de
Asuntos Educativos y Culturales del
Departamento de Estado de EE.UU., el
Fondo de los Embajadores de los
Estados Unidos para la Conservacion
de Patrimonio Cultural apoya la conser-
vacion de los sitios, objetos, y formas de
expresion cultural tradicional en mas de
120 paises de todo el mundo.

Los proyectos apoyados por el Fondo
incluyen la restauracién de edificios
historicos, evaluacion y conservacion de
manuscritos raros y otros objetos, la
proteccion de los antiguos sitios arque-
oldgicos, y la documentacion de las
técnicas y lenguajes de artesania tradi-
cional en el borde de la extincion.

El Congreso de los Estados Unidos
sefiald que “La preservacion cultural
ofrece una oportunidad para mostrar
una cara diferente de América a otros
paises, que no es comercial, no politica
y no militar. Al tomar un papel de lider-
azgo en los esfuerzos para preservar el
patrimonio cultural, mostramos nuestro
respeto por otras culturas mediante la
proteccion de sus tradiciones”.



Hawa mnccna

Co3pgaHa no npocbbe 106-n KoHrpecc
CoepuHeHHbIx WTtatoB Amepukn (Public
Law 106-553) wu
LleHtpom Hacnegma KynbTypbl B biopo

aAMUHUCTpUpyeTCA

obpasoBaTeNibHbIX WM KYNbTYpPHbIX Aen B
locypapctBeHHOM penapTameHTte CLIA,
®oHpa nocnos CLUIA no coxpaHeHuo 13
KybTYpPHOro Hacnegma nopapepskmBaet
COXpaHeHne 06bEKTOB, NPeAMETOB 1 GopM
TPAAULIMOHHOIO KYNbTYPHOIO BbipaXXeHus
B 6onee yem 120 cTpaHax no Bcemy Mupy.

lMpoekTbl, nopAepxnBaembie yepes
doHA BKNOUaeT B cebAa BOCCTaHOBNEHME
NCTOPUYECKUX  34aHUN, OLEeHKY U
COXpaHeHne pefKux pyKonucem n gpyrmnx
06bEKTOB, COXPaHEHNA 1 3aLUTbl APEBHUX
apxeonornyeckux  MNaMATHUKOB, MU
OOKYMEHTaL Mo, TPaAULMOHHbIX METOAO0B

pemecia N A3blKOB Ha rpaHW BbIMPaHUA.

KoHrpecc CoegunHeHHbix LUTaToB oTmeTun,

yto “CoxpaHeHue  KynbTypbl  paeT

Apyryio
aMEPUKAHCKYI0 MO B APYruMX CTpaHax,

BO3MOXHOCTb nokasaTb
TOT, KOTOPbI ABNAETCA HEKOMMeEpPYECKOM,
HEMNoNMTNYECKOW, N He BOeHHble. [IpuHuman
Ha ceba Begyuwyio ponb B yCUnMAx Mo
COXPaHEHMI0 KYNbTYypPHOro Hacsiepus, Mbl
nokasblBaeM Halle yBaKeHue K Apyrum
KynbTypam, 3almiyas ceou Tpaguumun.

BURMA: Shwe Nan-Daw Monastery

JORDAN: 8th-century Qusayr ‘Amra
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ABOUT THE CULTURAL
HERITAGE CENTER

The Cultural Heritage Center supports
the foreign affairs functions of the U.S.
Department of State that relate to the
preservation of cultural heritage in all
regions of the world. In addition to the
Ambassadors Fund, the Center admin-
isters U.S. responsibilities relating to
the 1970 UNESCO Convention to reduce
pillage and illicit trafficking in cultural
property and oversees special projects.

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA:

Red Cross Society Building in Sarajevo
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“NURTURING THE ARTS, THROUGH CULTURAL
PRESERVATION, WILL YIELD GREAT BENEFITS
FOR THIS BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY BECAUSE A
SOCIETY THAT ENCOURAGES ARTISTIC AND
CULTURAL CREATIVITY CREATES SPACE FOR
INNOVATION AND ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION."

MICHAEL J. MURPHY, Chargé d'Affaires, U.S. Embassy to Botswana

B ENIN: Documentation of endangered cultural heritage of the Kingdom of Dahomey that
ruled Abomey from 1600-1900. Even though the kingdom’'s palaces are protected heritage,
the supporting musical and oral traditions are disappearing as the population urbanizes and
its elders die. The project includes the recording, transcription, and broad dissemination of

traditional music, dances, and songs.

BOTSWAN A Conservation of leather objects in the National Museum. The preserva-
tion of historic leather objects is a major challenge in Botswana, where harsh climatic condi-
tions contribute to the proliferation of molds and funguses. This project involves cleaning and

stabilization of the objects, as well as their thorough documentation and cataloguing.

G HAN A : Preservation of Asante traditional buildings. The traditional Asante earthen
buildings that survive—among them several World Heritage sites—require regular mainte-
nance to preserve their structural and architectural integrity. This project includes condition

surveys and emergency stabilization of two Asante buildings.

KENYA: Preservation of ancient tombs and monumental walls in the 12th-century
Swalhili town of Gedi. A valuable archaeological site and a national monument, Gedi is rapidly
disappearing as trees and termites destroy the remaining structures. This project includes a

site assessment and emergency stabilization measures.



MAURITIUS: Training in the preservation of historic sites in Mauritius. Traditional

building practices on the island have been on the decline for several years, making it difficult

for the government to find craftspeople with the skills necessary to restore historic sites. This
project pairs unemployed youth with local craftsmen in a comprehensive effort to restore

historic sites and develop a specialized workforce with the skills necessary to maintain them.

MOZAMBIQU E: Training in the documentation of underwater sites of significance
linked to the slave trade from Eastern Africa. The remains of shipwrecks in this area hold valu-
able information about the transit of slaves from Africa to other continents but are threatened
by extreme weather, climate change, and unauthorized salvage operations. The project involves

training in the identification and documentation of underwater cultural heritage.



NAMIBIA: Preservation of the Spitzkoppe heritage site in Erongo. An agglomeration of
45 rock art sites from the Holocene epoch (11,700 years ago to the present), Spitzkoppe was
preserved when first surveyed in the 1980s, but many of the individual sites now face serious
threats from campers and other visitors who deface and otherwise damage the rock art. The

project involves site stabilization, preservation, and the development of a site inventory.

SENEG AL: Documentation of traditional None music. The None are a small ethnic group
living in the city and region of Thiés. Urbanization and modern music and instruments have
eroded the practice and performance of traditional music, and the remaining practitioners are
few in number. This project includes the transcription of traditional None songs and the docu-

mentation of the process of making musical instruments.
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SOUTH AFRICA: Conservation of the historical collections of the Nelson Mandela
Centre of Memory in Johannesburg. The center’s collection consists of historic posters, pho-
tographs, manuscripts, and other materials documenting the struggle to end apartheid. Much
of this archive is acidified paper and highly susceptible to degradation. The project involves
systematic de-acidification of the collection in preparation for its transfer to refurbished col-

lections storage space.
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SOUTH AFRICA 11th- to 13th-century ivories and bone tools

SOUTH AFRICA: Conservation of the late Iron Age ivory and bone tool collections
at the University of Pretoria and Mapungubwe Museums. A World Heritage site, Mapungubwe
was the center of an extensive Iron Age trade network, and excavations since the 1930s have
yielded important collections of bone and ivory objects. This project involves a conservation

needs assessment and the design and installation of a storage environment for the objects.



TANZANIA: Preservation of the mid-19th-century Christ Church Cathedral in Zanzibar.

Built in Stone Town on the site of the last public slave market in Africa, the church is valued

both for its architectural qualities and its symbolism, but it is in danger of collapse due to the
expansion of an extensive structural crack in the building masonry. This project involves local

craftspeople in the repair, stabilization, and restoration of the building.




16

UG AND A : Preservation of ancient barkcloth traditions in rural Uganda. Though traditional
barkcloth is highly prized as a craft product and recognized by UNESCO as Intangible Heritage
of Humanity, its production in rural Uganda has declined significantly due to decades of politi-
cal suppression that marginalized and impoverished craftspeople. The project includes docu-

mentation and training in this traditional craft.



ZIMBABWE 16th-century enclosure walls at Naletale National Monument
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ZIMBABWE: Preservation of 16th-century enclosure walls at Naletale National

Monument. Patterns on the dry stone walls associated with the Shona culture speak to the
high level of craftsmanship and creativity of this civilization, yet the walls have deteriorated and
cannot be salvaged if they collapse. The project involves training in the restoration of these

stone walls, the reversal of earlier unsuccessful repairs, and thorough documentation.
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“CIHUATAN REAFFIRMS TO THE WORLD THE

BEAUTY AND THE HISTORIC AND CULTURAL
IMPORTANCE OF THIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL
PARK, WHICH DESERVES TO BE PRESERVED
FORIT IS A VERY IMPORTANT PART OF THE
MOSAIC THAT CONSTITUTES THE CULTURAL

RICHNESS OF EL SALVADOR.”

MARI CARMEN APONTE, U.S. Ambassador to El Salvador

BOLIVIA: Conservation of the mid-18th-century Santa Teresa Church in Cochabamba.
One of the first convent churches in Cochabamba and the only one built in the Baroque style,
the building is susceptible to damage from water infiltration and a structurally compromised
roof. This project includes structural stabilization and other remedial preservation measures to

keep the building dry and safe.

ECUADOR: Restoration of the mid-19th-century Casa Americana Building in Bahia de
Caraquez. Casa Americana housed the first U.S. representatives in Ecuador and incorporates
American and local architectural features. The building is rapidly deteriorating from harsh envi-
ronmental conditions and lack of maintenance. The project involves structural reinforcement

and restoration, as well as security upgrades.

EL SALVADOR: Conservation of the ancient city of Cihuatan. The former city,
which flourished between 900 and 1200 AD, emerged in the wake of the Maya Collapse and
represented a distinct (non-Maya) culture similar to those of contemporary central Mexico.
This project involves the conservation of Cihuatan’s central pyramid to reverse the effects of
time and erosion. The pyramid is one of a number of ancient structures at the site in need of

conservation treatment.

19
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Preventive conservation of the early 20th-century “cortes” textile col-
lection at the Ixchel Museum. The museum’s extensive collection of cortes (traditional women'’s

skirts) is one of the largest such collections in the world and unique in the quality and extent of

styles and dyes represented. This project includes the cataloguing and cleaning of objects and

upgrades to the museum'’s storage facilities.
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PERU Post-Moche funerary mummies

NICARAGUA: Inventory and protection of archaeological patrimony in the Rama and
Kriol territory of the autonomous region of South Atlantic. The indigenous and African descen-
dant Rama and Kriol territory is rich in archaeological sites, most of which are unprotected
and largely unstudied. The project includes an archaeological site survey and inventory and the

assessment and treatment of found objects.

NICARAGUA: Restoration of the Church of Maria Magdalena in Totogalpa, Phase 3.
One of the oldest colonial buildings and the second-oldest church in Nicaragua, the Church
of Maria Magdalena is known for its distinctively Nicaraguan blend of architectural styles and
serves its community variously as a church, community center, and emergency shelter. Phase 3

of this ongoing project includes remedial restoration work on the tower and interior.



PARAGUAY: Documentation of Yshir indigenous cultural traditions in the Paraguayan

Pantanal. Once a hunter-gatherer culture dependent upon the freshwater wetland region

shared by Paraguay, Bolivia, and Brazil, the Yshir are quickly losing their traditional lifeways
and distinct language. This project involves the documentation and dissemination of traditional

cultural knowledge of local natural resources and capacity building in cultural preservation.

P ERU: Preventive conservation of post-Moche funerary mummies at Cao Museum.
Discovered at the site of El Brujo in Ascope province, home of the Moche people from 100 to
700 AD, the mummies, as organic remains, require special preservation and storage. This proj-
ect involves the cleaning and cataloguing of the mummy bundles and upgrades to the storage

facilities at the museum.

25
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—ast Asia &

the Pacific

“THESE MANUSCRIPTS CONSTITUTE A
VALUABLE AND RELIABLE SOURCE FOR
STUDYING THE LANGUAGE, LITERATURE,
CULTURE, AND HISTORY OF XINJIANG...
THE DOCUMENTATION OF THESE MANU-

SCRIPTS DEMONSTRATES U.S. RESPECT.”

U.S. Embassy Beijing

BURM A: Conservation of the mid-19th-century Shwe Nan-Daw teak wood monastery
in Mandalay. One of few historic landmarks to survive the World War Il bombing of the former
royal capital of the Burmese kingdom in 1945, the building is susceptible to irreversible dam-
age from water infiltration and other threats. This project includes documentation, structural

stabilization, conservation training, and the development of a maintenance program.

CAMBODIA: Conservation of the 10th-century Temple of Phnom Bakheng. Phnom
Bakheng is the most visited temple at Angkor Archaeological Park and one of the greatest
cultural achievements of the Khmer kingdom, but the harsh tropical climate and heavy tourism
have taken their toll on the ancient monument. Phase 3 of this ongoing project involves the

conservation of the temple’s east facade, central shrine, and drainage system.

CAMBODIA: Documentation of newly discovered Angkorian sites in Phnom Kulen.
About 30 archaeological sites and many more lesser-known and unidentified sites ranging from
the 8th to the 12th century are endangered by subsistence farming and looting in the area. This

project includes site mapping, assessment, and a heritage education and outreach program.

CHINA " Preservation of early 20th-century Xinjiang manuscripts. Written in Chaghatay
Turkic, Persian, and other languages, the manuscripts record various aspects of traditional
Xinjiang life and are critical to understanding this ethnic minority. The project includes assess-

ment, cataloguing, preservation, and the creation of a digital reference image of each document.

27
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MICRONESIA" Youth mentoring in weaving and other traditional craft skills

INDONESIA: Restoration of the early 19th-century Tjong A Fie House in Medan. The
building, recognized for its mixture of Indonesian, Malay, European, and Chinese construction
techniques and ornament, is susceptible to irreparable damage if left in its current deteriorated
condition in this earthquake zone. The project involves structural stabilization and other reme-

dial preservation measures.

L AOS: Preventive conservation of the royal regalia and other ethnographic objects in the
National Museum in Luang Prabang. Many valuable objects in the museum’s collections are
not on display for reasons of security and insufficient training for museum staff. The project

involves exhibition space upgrades and conservation training for museum staff.
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L A O S: Restoration of the 16th-century Wat Xieng Thong in Luang Prabang. The coronation
temple of Lao kings, Wat Xieng Thong requires conservation to reverse the destructive effects
of decades of neglect and increased visitation and use. Phase 3 of this ongoing project involves

the preservation of supporting structures and several stupas within the complex.

MICRONESIA: Preservation of traditional carving and weaving skills in Yap State.
Globalization, population shifts, and projected major increases in tourism are eating away at
Micronesian craft traditions that, if preserved, can be a source of livelihood for island residents.

This project involves the establishment of youth mentorships with older artisans in a variety of

craft disciplines.
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MONGOLIA Ikh Nart Nature Reserve in East Gobi
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MONGOLIA: Preservation of archaeological sites of the Ikh Nart Nature Reserve in
East Gobi. The archaeological heritage of this vast region is extremely rich, ranging in age from
the Neolithic Period to the 20th century, butis largely unknown and in urgent need of documen-

tation and protection against vandalism and looting. This project involves survey, documenta-

tion, and registration of sites, and education and outreach activities.
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17th-century Wat Chaiwathanaram

THAIEAND

THAILAND: Preservation of the 17th-century Wat Chaiwathanaram at Ayutthaya.
Severe flooding in 2011 damaged the brickwork, stucco, woodwork, and mural paintings of the
wat, one of the central landmarks of Ayutthaya, the former capital of the Kingdom of Siam. This
project, which continues work begun in 2012, involves intensive surveys of the site, including

laser scanning and digital mapping, and field tests of conservation techniques.

VIETNAM: Preservation of early 19th-century royal altars at Hué Imperial City. The

altars, built to exact specifications for worship of Nguyen dynasty ancestors, have badly dete-

riorated from age, termite damage, and inexpert restoration attempts. This project involves the
development and implementation of restoration plans for each altar and their eventual display

in Hung To Temple, the most visited site in Hué.
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“WE ARE ALL CONNECTED BY OUR
SHARED HISTORY, OUR SHARED
HUMAN STORY. BY UNDERSTANDING
AND RESPECTING ARMENIAN HISTORY,
WE CAN CELEBRATE OUR PRESENT
CONNECTIONS AND BUILD OUR
COMMON FUTURE."

RICHARD M. MILLS, JR., U.S. Ambassador to Armenia

ARMENIA: Preservation of 20th-century Armenian murals in the city of Gyumri.
Excellent examples of their period, the mural paintings, which depict scenes from daily life,
are located out of public view in former factories which had been abandoned more than 20
years ago and are near collapse. This project involves the removal, restoration, and transfer

of the murals for public display.

ARMENIA: Preservation of Areni Cave and objects from the Copper Age. Objects
from the site date back to 5000 BC and are unmatched elsewhere in the world, yet uncon-
trolled access to the site has led to damage, vandalism, and theft. The project involves the
installation of fencing, pathways, and lighting at the site, as well as the stabilization of exca-

vated and partially exposed objects.

ARMENIA: Preservation of the ruins of the 10th-century Dashtadem Fortress. One of
the largest medieval fortresses in Armenia, the ruined fortress encloses a church, reservoir,
palace, cemeteries, and a citadel dating from the 7th to the 19th century within its walls. This
project involves site cleaning and rescue excavation around the ruins and documentation,

cataloguing, and preservation of objects.
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BOSNIA & HERZEGOVIN A: Restoration of the early 20th-century Red Cross
Society Building in Sarajevo. Built in 1929 as part of an initiative to construct health care
facilities in the former Yugoslavia, this modern landmark had been in continual use until nearly
destroyed by fire during the war in 1992. The project involves emergency stabilization of the

building in preparation for its eventual restoration and adaptive reuse.
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BULGARIA: Preservation of the ruins of the 14th-century Church of St. John Aliturgetos
in the ancient city of Nessebar. The city’s largest late medieval monument, the ruined church is
a well-known and heavily visited landmark in Bulgaria because of its architecture and its prime
location above the port. This project involves the development of feasibility and conceptual and

detailed design studies in preparation for the site’'s eventual conservation.

GEORGIA: Restoration of the 12th-century Church of the Virgin at Gelati Monastery

in Kutaisi. Gelati Monastery is an important cultural achievement of a unified medieval

Georgian state. Water infiltration and accelerating stone decay will result in damage to the
building and its extensive array of wall paintings if left unaddressed. This project involves

major stone, tile, and wood conservation work to address the most immediate threats.




MOLDOVA National Museum of Archaeology and History

Conservation of Treasury Room objects at the National Museum of
Archaeology and History of Moldova. Many of the objects, including priceless Byzantine and
Islamic objects, have not been unpacked or cleaned since excavation. Others have not been
displayed since 2006 because of conditions at the museum. This project involves an inventory

and assessment of the objects, individual conservation plans, and the outfitting of suitable

storage and display space.
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SERBIA: Conservation of late 3rd-century mosaics in the Roman Imperial palace in

Sirmium. The former Tetrarchic capital of Sirmium (Sremska Mitrovica) has been the focus

of archaeological investigation and conservation efforts for more than 40 years. This project

includes analysis and treatment of two mosaic floors and their reinstallation at the site.

UKRAINE: Conservation of wall paintings in the 15th-century St. George’s Church in
Drohobych. The paintings have deteriorated from lack of environmental controls. The project
involves the documentation and conservation of the frescoes and the installation of new elec-

trical and fire prevention systems in the wooden landmark church.







Middle East &

North Africa

“FOR YEARS, THE U.S. HAS BEEN SUPPORT-
ING THE PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL
HERITAGE BECAUSE SITES LIKE THIS
REPRESENT THE COMMON HERITAGE OF
ALL MANKIND. SITES LIKE THIS...ARE MORE
THAN AN INVESTMENT IN PRESERVING
JORDAN'S PAST. THEY ARE AN INVEST-

MENT IN SECURING JORDAN'S FUTURE."

STUART JONES, U.S. Ambassador to Jordan

EGY P T: Preservation of the ancient Roman bath in the Greco-Roman city of Karanis (3rd
century BC - 5th century AD). Uncovered and conserved in 1975, the unique red-brick domed
bath building in the Fayyum Oasis has seriously deteriorated and is in imminent danger of
collapse. This project includes an assessment, structural stabilization, and conservation of the

structure.

JORDAN: Preservation of 6th-century ruins at Umm el-Jimal archaeological site.
Continuously occupied from the 1st to the 9th century, Umm el-Jimal consists of an early
Roman village and a Byzantine and early Islamic town and is well known for its wealth of
inscriptions in Nabataean, Greek, Latin, and Arabic. Phase 2 of this project involves the stabi-

lization of standing walls of House XVIII and restoration of one of its remaining rooms.

JORD A N: Restoration of the ancient Nabataean flash flood protection system at Petra.
The dam on the Wadi al-Jarra is under threat of collapse from soil deposition and vegetation
and no longer fulfills its original purpose of water retention and protection of Al Khazneh.
Phase 2 of this project involves the excavation and cleaning of the channel and basin, masonry

consolidation, and the restoration of the dam to function as designed.
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EGYPT

“THIS PROJECT SHOWS HOW
APPRECIATING CULTURAL
HERITAGE IS ONE OF THE
BEST WAYS TO FOSTER
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
NATIONS AND PEOPLES.”

STEPHEN BEECROFT, U.S. Ambassador

to Egypt
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JORDAN: Conservation of the early 8th-century apodyterium at Qusayr ‘Amra. The
bathing complex of which the apodyterium, or dressing room, is part features an extensive
array of early Islamic mural paintings that have deteriorated in recent years from water infil-
tration and other factors. This project addresses the full range of problems affecting the

paintings and involves thorough documentation, consolidation, and cleaning.

YEME N : Restoration and adaptive reuse of a historic watch tower in Sana’a. The six-

room structure on the grounds of the National Museum is an important example of early
20th-century mud-brick architecture, but it has been damaged by water infiltration and other
causes. This project involves structural stabilization and the thorough restoration of the building

for reuse as a children’s museum.




AFGHANISTAN 15th-century Mausoleum of Shahzada Abdullah
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South & Central Asia

“THIS IS AN IMPORTANT FOREIGN POLICY TOOL....

THE U.S. IS PLAYING A PART IN PROTECTING
ANOTHER COUNTRY'S CULTURAL IDENTITY,
AND IN AFGHANISTAN, PRESERVING CULTURAL

IDENTITY HELPS TO COUNTER EXTREMISM.”

EVAN RYAN, Assistant Secretary for Educational and Cultural Affairs

AFGHANISTAN: Conservation of the 15th-century Mausoleum of Shahzada Abdullah
at Kuhandiz in Herat. An important example of Timurid-era construction, the mausoleum is
showing signs of structural failure. The project involves the documentation of this and an adja-

cent mausoleum, structural stabilization, and technical training for local masons.

BANGLADESH: Restoration of the early 20th-century Varendra Research Museum.
Built in 1916, the museum’s wood beams, earthen tiles, lime, and brick are deteriorating in the
humid sea climate. The project involves the restoration of the building exterior, pathways, and

courtyards, and installation of a security system.

N E P AL: Conservation of ethnographic objects at Changu Narayan, one of the oldest Hindu
temple complexes in the Kathmandu Valley. The buildings surrounding its ancient courtyard
are underutilized and in a state of disrepair. The project involves restoration of one of the sur-

rounding buildings for reuse as an ethnographic museum.

N EPAL: Preservation of the 11th-century Rinchenling Monastery in Halji. One of the oldest
monasteries in Nepal and the site of an ancient four-sided Vairocana Buddha statue, Rinchenling
Monastery is susceptible to irreversible damage from water infiltration. The project includes

preventive conservation measures to protect the building site from flooding and erosion.
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SRI LANKA: Documentation of ancient Buddhist monuments within the Rajagala
Archaeological Reserve. The reserve includes remains of several ancient buildings and monu-
ments that once formed part of Grikumbhila, a large Buddhist monastery active from its foun-

dation in the 2nd century BC through the early 13th century. This project involves the com-

prehensive documentation of known ancient monuments within the boundaries of the reserve.







SRI LANK A : Restoration of a17th-century building at Batticaloa Dutch Fort. Batticaloa
Fort is home to an important collection of ancient and historic objects, most of which lack a
proper storage environment. The project involves the restoration of Building B at the fort for

eventual use as a cultural resource management center and collections storage facility.

TAJIKISTAN: Preservation of the Hissor Historical Museum site. The 16th-century
building—a historic landmark along the ancient Silk Road—has been badly damaged by water
infiltration, and mold is a growing threat to the museum'’s collections. The project involves the

cleaning and restoration of the building and storage and exhibit space upgrades.

TAJIKISTAN: Preservation of the Konibodom City Historical Museum site. The 17th-
century building is an example of central Asian Fergana craftsmanship in the Sughd region,
and the complex has been badly damaged by water. The project includes remedial preser-

vation work to prevent water infiltration and environmental improvements to the exhibit spaces.

CLIMW Y1 ¢:Y 17th-century Batticaloa Dutch Fort

Y
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UZBEKISTAN Ambassadors painting at the Afrasiab Museum

TURKMENISTAN: Restoration of the 15th-century mosaic panel and epigraphy
from Seyit Jemalletdin Mosque in Annau. This unusual panel depicting snakes and dragons,
much of which is in storage at the Fine Arts Museum in Ashgabat, originally decorated a 15th-
century iwan that collapsed in a 1948 earthquake. The project involves the conservation and

installation of the remaining fragments at the Fine Arts Museum.

UZBEKISTAN: Restoration of the mid-7th-century Ambassadors painting at the
Afrasiab Museum in Samarkand. Unique in central Asian art, this painting depicting the King

of Samarkand is rapidly decaying after a previous restoration in 1980 and subsequent attempts

at maintenance. The project involves a painstaking removal of previous restoration materials, a

thorough cleaning, and stabilization with climate controls.




U.S. AMBASSADORS FUND FOR CULTURAL PRESERVATION

2013 Grant Recipients

Afghanistan Cultural Heritage Consulting
Organization (ACHCO),

American Institute for Yemeni Studies,
Archaeology & Development Foundation,
Armenian Monuments Awareness Project
(AMAP),

Association for the Safeguard of the Afrasiab
Painting,

Association for the Urban Development of
Islamic Cairo,

Augusto N. Wiese Foundation,

Bluefields Indian & Caribbean University,

Bukomansimbi Organic Tree Farmers Association

(BOTFA),
Calvin College,
City of Drohobych Institute,

Commission to Preserve National Monuments of

Bosnia & Herzegovina,
CONSERVARTECUADOR Foundation,
Denver Zoological Foundation,
Department of Archaeology,
Department of National Museum &
Monuments,

Department of World Heritage Luang
Prabang,

Fine Arts Museum of Turkmenistan,
FUNDAR,

Georgian Arts & Culture Center,
Hermanas Terciarias Capuchinas,
Hissor Historical-Cultural Reserve,
Hué Monuments Conservation Centre,
ICOMOS Bulgaria,

Institute for the Protection of Cultural
Monuments,

Institute of Archaeology & Ethnography, National

Academy of Sciences of Armenia,
Institute of Ethnic Culture, Academy of Social
Sciences of Xinjiang,

Ixchel Museum,

Living Traditions Museum,

Luang Prabang National Museum,

Minas Avetisyan Cultural Foundation,
National Heritage Council of Namibia,
National Heritage Fund,

National Museum of Archaeology & History of
Moldova,

National Museums of Kenya,

National Museums & Monuments of
Zimbabwe,

Nelson Mandela Centre of Memory,

Ocean Revolution,

Petra National Trust,

Regional Museum of Thieés,

Royal & Ceremonial Dance Conservatory of
Abomey (CDCRA),

Santa Teresa Convent,

Taraqgiyot,

The Mountain Institute,

Tjong A Fie Memorial Institute for Chinese
Indonesian Cultural Heritage,

Union for Yshir Nation Indigenous
Communities,

University of Pretoria,

Varendra Research Museum,

Waa’'gey,

World Monuments Fund,
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PHOTO CREDITS: AFGHANISTAN: ECA Cultural Heritage Center, 54. ARMENIA: ECA
Cultural Heritage Center, 3, 36, 38-39. BANGLADESH: Varendra Research Museum, 4,
56-57, inside front cover. BOLIVIA: ECA Cultural Heritage Center, 4, 20-21. BOSNIA &
HERZEGOVINA: ECA Cultural Heritage Center, 5, 40-41. BOTSWANA: ECA Cultural
Heritage Center, 4, 8. BURMA: World Monuments Fund, 5, 28-29, inside back cover.
CAMBODIA: World Monuments Fund, 30-31. CHINA: Academy of Social Sciences of
Xinjiang, 26. EGYPT: Association for the Urban Development of Islamic Cairo, 50-51. EL
SALVADOR: FUNDAR, 18. GEORGIA: ECA Cultural Heritage Center, 6, 42-43, inside
back cover. GUATEMALA: Ixchel Museum, 22-23. JORDAN: ECA Cultural Heritage
Center, 5, 46, 48-49, 52-53. MICRONESIA: Waa'gey, 32-33. MOLDOVA: National
Museum of Archaeology & History, 44-45. MONGOLIA: Denver Zoological Foundation,
34. MOZAMBIQUE: Ocean Revolution, 10-11. PERU: Augusto N. Wiese Foundation,
24-25. SOUTH AFRICA: Nelson Mandela Centre of Memory, front & back covers, 12-13;
University of Pretoria and Mapungubwe Museums, 14-15. SRI LANKA: ECA Cultural
Heritage Center, 58-61. THAILAND: World Monuments Fund, 35. TURKMENISTAN: Fine
Arts Museum of Turkmenistan, 62. UGANDA: BOTFA, 16. UZBEKISTAN: Association
for the Safeguard of the Afrasiab Painting, 63. ZIMBABWE: National Museums &
Monuments of Zimbabwe, 17. DESIGN: Caesar Jackson
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SOUTH AFRICA Front and back covers: Protest poster calling for Nelson Mandela’s release and
first page of Mandela’s unfinished sequel to his autobiography, Long Walk to Freedom






