English Access Microscholarship Program
Key Findings from the 2016 Evaluation Report

Program and Evaluation Overview

English language teaching and learning programs are an integral part of the Department of State's
efforts to foster mutual understanding and build people-to-people ties. The Access Microscholarship
Program (Access), sponsored by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) provides a
foundation of English language skills and exposure to U.S. culture and values to academically promising
13 to 20 year-olds from economically disadvantaged backgrounds through two years of after-school
classes, intensive sessions, and enhancement activities. In 2013, ECA's Evaluation Division contracted
General Dynamics Information Technology (GDIT) to conduct an evaluation of Access.
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Evaluation Highlights
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Evaluation Methods

- Using a mixed-method evaluation design, data was collected through on-site fieldwork, face

to face surveys, focus groups, and semi-structured interviews with Access teachers, program
administrators, Embassy and Consulate staff, and students from the FY 2008 and FY 2009 cohort.
- In total, the evaluation collected data from 361 former Access students; 32 teachers; 25
administrators; and 52 U.S. Embassy & Consulate personnel .

- Survey responses cover 17 countries and territories representing the U.S. Department of State’s
six geographic regions.

“The students’ whole lives are changed [by Access]. Some have gone to
study English at the university, others have had their grades improved, and

some have had the opportunity to study in the United States.”

-Student Participant, Peru




